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*© MI] Atch!—Watch!-Watch!? 
The repetition of thoſe a- 
larming monoſyllables, about mid< 
night, were heard by Jack Wilks. 
Jack was paſſing haſtily along the 
Strand, and ſoon came up to an old 
gentleman, endeavouring to defend 
a very fine girl (as ſhe appeared to 
Vor. I. B 8 be) 
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2 HISTORY OF 
be) from two or three young bloods, 
who ſeemed very deſirous to get her 
out of „ie poſſeſſion. | 
Mr. Wilks, having been from his 
earlieſt days a warm lover of Liber- 
ty, immediately took the fide of the 
ſuffering party, and; by driving his 
opponents in a ſhort time out of the 
field, reſtored the gentleman and Ja- 
dy to the freedom which they enjoyed 
before they were ſo rudely attacked. 
He then offered to ſee them ſafe 
to the place to which they were go- 
ing, leſt any new aſſault might be - 
made upon them.  !' d 
The old gentleman, whoſe' name 
"was Hyde, with many thanks, accept- 
ed of his protection, and he ſaw him 
fafe to his own houſe with the lady. 
Mr. Hyde very civilly deſired his 
ney acquaintance to walk in and 
2 n refreſhment, after the trou- 
Wer ; ble 


JACK WILEKS. 3 
ble which he had given himſelf on 
his and his daughter's account. 

He walked in, well pleaſed with 
the freedom of Mr. Hyde's behavi- 
our, but refuſed every kind of refreſh» 
ment propoſed, telling him, that he 
would, with histeave, call and ſee 
him again. 

Mr. Hyde made a polite reply to 
this requeſt, and Miſs aſſented only 
by a modeſt bow as ſhe fat. She 
was, indeed, pleaſed with her deli« 
verer's intreaty, as he appeared to 
her to be one of the moſt agreeable 
men ſhe had ever ſeen : that appear- 
ance, added to the ſervice he had juſt 
done her and her father, rendered 
him an obje& doubly deſerving of 
her attention. 

Jack, though not regularly hand- 
ſome, had a very pleaſing expreſſion in 
his countenance : he was remarkably 
5 B 2 welle 


ſentiments might be offenſive. Miſs 
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4 HISTORY OF 
well-made, had an eaſy, genteel ad- 


dreſs, and was lively in his converſa- 
tion: keeping, however, a proper de- 


cency in the company of thoſe to whom 
he imagined the licentiouſneſs of his 


Hyde, therefore, Mheld him in the 


moſt agreeable light, and found his 


84 very deſirabe. 
As to him, when he firſt flew to the | 


afdftance of Jer and her father, he 


Was impelled by the paſſion: for Li- 


berty, which had been his predomi- 


nant one from the time that he was 


capable of articulating his feelings. 


This paſſion, properly regulated, has 


converted cowards into heroes; has 


reſcued nations, groaning under an 
arbitrary government, from the ty- 


5 ranny of their oppreſſive rulers; re- 
deemed millions of unhappy wretches 
from the moſt ignominious and un- 


55 1 merited 
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rie ſervitude-; l 
ed the formidable power of a Gene- 
ral Warrant. But when it is indul- 
ged without moderation, it becomes 
a dangerous impulſe, and is attended 
with the moſtpernicious conſequen- 
ces. It ſtirs p ſedition among 
the populace, intErcepts the admi- 
niſtration of publie juſtice, and gives 
the infamous part of mankind but 
too favourable opportunities to fat- 
ten on the miſeries of their fellow- 
creatures. —lIt deſtroys all order, 
and confounds all diſtinctions in a 
ſtate, and has frequently raiſed the 
hand of a un r his (over! 
reign. Hide 11 
To return to Mr. Wilks and Mis 
Hyde. oY 2-060 
When Mr. Wilks 60 ien 
attacked the daring diſturbers of the 


public peace, he had ſcarce time to 
85101 B 3 ee 
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caft a fingle glance on the lady, a- 

gainſt whom all their inſolence was 
levelled ; nor did he know whether 
ſhe, ' perſonally, was worthy of the 
- exertion of his arm in her favour. 
But as ſoon as he had conquered his 


riotous adverſaries q and nobly put 
them to flight, he diſcovered, in a 
few minutes afterwards, that ſhe well 
deſerved the pains which he had 
taken to protect her. 

Myra Hyde was at this time a- 
bout nineteen, tall, and finely form- 
ed: her complexion was fair, ani- 
mated with a lively colour, and ſhe 
had a pair of dark blue eyes, with a 
luſtre in them beyond deſcription, 
which ſometimes by their dazzling 
brilliancy, and ſometimes by their 
delicate languor, threw ſo many 
charms over her whole countenance, 


that the exact en of her fea- 
tures, 


JACK WILKS „ 
tures,—which were not diſagree- 
able, -was almoſt overlooked. Her 
charms, however, were not con- 
fined. merely to her perſon; her mo- 
deſty and her ſenſibility made her 
more captiyating than many wo- 
men, who were juſtly pronounced 
to be more regular beauties. 

Wilks, who was as warm an ad- 
mirer of a fine woman as any young 
fellow whatever of his age and con- 
ſtitution, could not be inſenſible of 
Miſs Hyde's attractions, which, in- 
deed, grew more and more power- 
ful, every vifit he made to her fa- 
ther, as ſhe, being no way diſpleaſed 
with his converſation, made no ef- 
forts to conceal her converſible ta- 


lents : though neither ſhe, nor Jack, 
knew enough of each other's ſitua- 
tion in life to imagine, that the 
wiſh on either fide for a more in- 

B 4 timate 
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timate connection between them, 
could not be diſcreetly entertained. 

Jack, who was as thoughtleſs as 
he was brave, never once gave him- 
ſelf any trouble about diſcretion. He 
was, indeed, too zealous a devotee 
to Liberty, to think of entering into 
honourable engagements with any 
woman; and as the lady had never 
furniſhed him with the ſlighteſt rea- 
ſon to ſuppoſe, that ſhe would liſten 
to him on any other terms, he kept 
his paflion for her within bounds ; 
yet it was ſometimes obſervable, by 
his afliduities to amuſe, and his at- 
tentions to pleaſe her. She her- 


ſelf, ready, from her wiſhes for ſuch 
a diſcovery, ſoon found a remarkable 
tenderneſs in his eyes, and a parti- 
cular ſoftneſs in his voice whenever 
he addreſſed her, even upon the 
moſt. common Aae ; ſo that ſhe 

| could 


him: and the repetition of his viſits 


at laſt, gave her father room to be- 


lieve, that they were not repeated, 
and frequently too, merely on his 


account; for he often went to the g 


houſe when Mr. Hyde was abroad; 
when he knew he would be abroad: 
—his viſits, however, were never 
concealed from him by his daugh- 
ter; and, indeed, as he often, on 
his return home, found Jack ſitting 
with her, he began to hope that ſhe 
had really made a conqueſt of him 
to Hope, I ſay, becauſe, as Mr. Wilks 
always appeared and behaved like a 
gentleman, and as upon the ſtrict- 


eſt enquiry about him ſince their firſt. 


acquaintance, he had heard nothing 
to contradict that behaviour, and 
that appearance; he believed his 


3 daugh- 


JACK WIEKS: 9 
could not but plainly perceive, that 
ſhe had made ſome impreſſion upon 


- 
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daughter might be very eligibly, if 
not very advantageouſly provided for, 
by being united to him, as he had 
It not in his power to bequeath much 
above a thouſand pounds to her at 
his death, faved out of an income a- 
riſing from an employment in the 
hw, which he had followed with 
reputation for ſeveral years. With 
this way of thinking, therefore, Mr. 
Hyde gave Mr. Wilks all decent op- 
portunities to be in private with his 
amiable daughter; and whenever 
Jack took his leave, expected to hear 
her inform him of the propoſals 
which he had offered to her. 
He waited till he was weary; for. 
Jack was by no means the ſort of man 
he wiſhed to find him with regard to 
his Myra: at laſt he aſked her, if 
he had not EL to the purpoſe. 


With 
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With a modeſt glow, which ſuffi- 
ciently ſnewed how much ſhe felt 
herſelf diſappointed, ſhe —— 2 
negative to his queſtion. + 

« Well then,” ſaid he, enge 
« Mr. Wilks has no ſuch deſigns, 
« it will be proper to make him fen- 
« fible, that he ought to ſee us leſs 
frequently, as his being continu- 
% ally with you may encourage o- 
«« ther people to form conjectures ſi- 

milar to mine, and preyent your 
<« being ſeriouſly . by a man 
« of a different turn.“ 

A' ſecond, and a deeper baſk, 
now dyed the face and neck of Myra. 
After a little heſitation, ſhe anſwer- 
ed, © You, certainly, know a great 
« deal better than I do, Sir, how to 
act on ſuch an occaſion; but we 
c ſhall, I think, behave indelicate- 
% ly, by inducing Mr. Wilks: to 

B 6 «« ſuppoſe, 
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s ſuppoſe, that we could expect him 


ti to have formed any deſign to be 
1% related to us; and he will naturally 
« ſuppoſe ſo, if you put a ſtop to his 
<« viſits.” * You are right, girl,“ 
ſaid Mr. Hyde: old heads 
«/ are wiſer than young ones, but 
„ young ones are quicker at think- 


„ ing: but I have a better ſcheme, 


* Myra. You have received ſeveral 
* invitations from Mrs. Liſter of 
« Hampſtead. —What if you went 
* and ſtaid with her a week or two. 
« By ſo doing, you will either drive 
« him to declare, or get rid of his 
«« viſits entirely, and | fave your 


«© bluſhes'too, my dear.” 


Myra, whoſe mind was gentle as 
her features were compoſed, ſighed 
at this project of her father's ; but, 


though ſhe could not approve of it, 


ſhe determined to make no objection 
| to 


JACK WILKS. 13 
to its execution: as ſhe had hither- 
to believed, that her father knew _ 
beſt. what ſteps were the TORR 
* her to take. + +7 50 

She, accordingly, wrote to * 
Liſter, and left London agreeably to 
the ſcheme preconcerted by her fa- 
ther, without giving the ſlighteſt hint 
of her intention to Mr. Wilks, though 
ſhe left home, and removed from him, 
with reluctance, with regret. 
Jack, coming to Mr. Hyde's as 
uſual, and hearing that Myra was 
gone, involuntarily ſighed; but 
wondering at the ſame time what 
the devil ailed him, ſhrugged up his 
ſhoulders ——He could not, how- 
ever, totally baniſh all thoughts con- 
cerning Miſs Hyde. 1 * 

Mr. Hyde waited impatiently 
to hear him come to the point, 
and to aſk his permiſſion to pay his 

reſpects 
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reſpets to his daughter at Hamp- 
ſtead. 


No ſuch bien being g requeſt- 
ed, nor indeed dreamed of, the two 
gentlemen began to look cool at 
each other; and rather with eyes of 
indifference. 
The elder, Ati that he had 
ever received any aſſiſtance from the 
younger; and the younger not re- 
membering the hoſpitable treatment 
he had met with, would almoſt have 
| parted with his ears, to have taken 
every unallowable advantage with 
which, he ſtrongly fancied, Myra 
| might have, in time, indulged him, 

had they not been ſo aukwardly fe- 


parated. 


To confeſs the ruth, Mr. Wilks 
had fo inveterate an averſion to eve- 
ry thing which threatened the leaſt 
reſtraint to his Liberty, his darling 

paſſion, 
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paſſion, and ſo violent a propenſity 
to the fair ſex in general, that I am 
afraid he would not have been deter- 
red by any conſcientious feruples, 
from trying to force Myra, whom 
he extremely admired, to accommo- 


date herſelf to kis plan. But as ſhe 


was, luckily, taken out of his way 
for the preſent, it may not be amiſs, 
during her abſence, to-give ſome ac- 
count of her lover, if a man can ra- 
tionally be ſaid to love, who only 
ſeeks the gratification of his.own in- 
temperate appetite, though it may 
be attended with the utter ruin of 
the beloved object; — but that word ; 
has nothing to do in | the Libertine's 
vocabulary. 

John Wilks was the only ſon of a 
younger brother, of a good family in 
the weſt of England. His father, 


having no idea of ceconomy, ſoon leſ- 
8 ſened 
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ſened his'own moderate fortune, by 
an eager purſuit after pleaſure, with 
a larger one which his wife brought 
him. Before they were quite re- 
duced, however, they retired into 
the country, and with the few un- 
dreds remaining, purchaſed a farm.— 
Mr. Wilks met with ſome ſucceſs 
while his wife lived, who was of a 
frugal diſpoſition, and ſpent every 
hour in ſtudying how to improve 
their domeſtic affairs; but at her 
death he grew careleſs, and inatten- 
tive to every thing. The ſervants 
were left to their own management, 
and his affairs were all in confuſion. 

In the midſt of that confuſion he 
caught a fever, which riſing to a vio- 
lent height, for want of proper care 
on its firſt appearance, 'in a very 
ſhort time carried him off. 1 
no ono to tbl on Pits 
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Jack, at his father's deceaſe, had 
been ſome years at Cambridge, (hav- 
ing paſſed through all the Forms in a 
very good grammar ſchool near his 
father's farm with reputation) as he 
was deſigned for the church: but, 
becoming his own maſter juſt at that 
age when young people are, proba- 
bly, the leaſt capable of being truſt- 
ed with themſelves; and having an 
invineible diſlike to every ſort of con- 
finement, he took poſſeſſion of what 
devolved to him, which was not a 
large ſum, diſpoſed of the farm to 

the higheſt bidder, and repaired. to 


London. g 
In London het 3 his ac- 


quaintance with ſome of his old 
chums, who were in town to port a 
figure, though better enabled, by 
0 fullneſs of their purſes, to pay 
we © ,,n M08 
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for thoſe pleaſures which attracted 
them to the metropolis. 

They joined their forces, and dreſ- 
ſed, and drank, and played, and 
did every thing like men of frolick 
together. | 

Mr. Wilks had as much fire as 
any of his aſſociates ; but he wanted 
fuel to keep it alive as long as he 
wiſhed to do. However, like a 
man of true ſpirit, he ſent his laſt 
ſolitary guinea to be changed, be- 
fore he thought of any methods to 
raiſe ſupplies for his current ex- 
pences, and to preſerve his Liberty 
from violation. The reflections 
which the ſtate of his finances forced 
into his mind, were not a little diſ- 
quieting: he was puzzled to know 
how to,proceed, and extremely at a 
loſs how to ſtrike upon an expedient 
| 4 for 
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for the repletion of his pocket, with - 
out the loſs of his independence. 
Coming one night from the play, 
through the piazza, leaning careleſs- 
ly on the ſhoulder of a Mr. Burton, 
one of his college friends, a fellow 
came up to them, and looking firſt 
at the former, and then at the latter; 
ſaid, to Wilks, ** Þ beheve I am 
right, Sir. I come from a Lady. 
To me,” cried Jack, III lay 
« my life.“ 
No, no, to me, interrupted 
Burton, puſhing his friend aſide. 
Hold, hold, Tom by your: 
leave; where a woman is concern 
« ed, I muſt be the man. —80 a- 
« dieu”——{(haſtily ſtepping after 
the man, who made a fign to him 
with his finger.) 
Burton, following him, pulled 
him back by the arm, crying, * You 
Poa © ſhan' t 
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«© ſhan't go; I gueſs at this raſcal's 


% errand : and——' 
% And what's that to the pur- 
« poſe?” ſaid Jack; I can gueſs 
« as well as you: and for that rea- 
© fon am ſo ready to follow him. 
This I am ſure of, I have little or 
“ nothing to loſe, and there may be 
« ſomething to be got. Let me, 
« therefore, purſue my deſtiny.” 
Having ſpoken theſe words, he 
darted away with ſo much celerity 
from Burton, that he was ſoon out 
of ſight ; and the unſteady glimmer- 
ing of the lamps, together with the 
increaſing crowd, would have ren- 
dered any attempt to recover him 
ridiculous, 
As ſoon as the fellow had drawn 
Jack to ſome diſtance from the ſpot 
on which he had firſt ſpoken to him, 
he looked back, and not ſeeing any 
ag body 


=o 
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body in the leaſt reſembling his 
friend, deſired him to into __ 


firſt chair he met with; 01 77 
The chairmen having, ably 


to the directions they had received, 
carried him acroſs a number of 
ſtreets, and through a variety of 
blind alleys, ſet him den at laſt at 
the end of a long dead wall. 

The fellow then, opened a door 
with a key which he took out of his 
\ pocket, That door let them into a 
garden ; ſhutting it immediately, and 
pulling out a dark lanthorn, he con- 
ducted Jack to a room on the oppo- - 
ſite ſide, elegantly furniſhed and 
lighted up, and intreated him to reſt 
himſe lf. 

Mr. Wilks, though not wile 
of a timotous temper, was not alto- 
gether; free from apprehenſion, 
when he: ſaw the fellow lock the 

garden 


* 
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garden door, and take out his lan- 

thorn; conſidering, however, that 

he had not much to loſe, and could 
not well be ſuſpected of having a 
great deal about him, he foon be- 
came perfectly eaſy: beſides, it ſoon 
occurred to him, that ſuch a parad- 
ing preparation was very unneceſſary 
for the execution of a deſign upon a 
man's pocket only. 


+ The moment he entered the room, 


every piece of furniture in it had ſo 


ſplendid an appearance, that he 


could not poſſibly help ſuppoſing 


his perſon, and not his purſe, to be 
the object aimed at; and his conjec- 


tures were ſoon confirmed, by the 
entrance of a very fine woman, who 
in a ſhott time came to the point in 
the following words: I am mar- 
* ried, Sir; but to a man who is 
v6.1 A th diſagteeable to me in 
- «© every 


2 

J 

1 
as 
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« every reſpect, and who: renders 
« himſelf ſtill more fo, by prefers 
« ring every woman he beholds, to 
« me. I think, therefore, that 1 
«© have a right to make repriſals. 1 
© ſaw you this evening at the play, 
« and not imagining you to be of a 
© humour to fruſtrate my intentions, 
*« I ventured to ſend for you: I re- 
% quire nothing from you but Love 
* for Love, and inviolable ſecrecy ; 
e and, therefore, hope 1 ſhall not 
« be diſappointed.” 

Nothing could have given Jack 
more ſatisfaction, than the freedom 
of this declaration : it was exceed- 
ingly to his taſte ; quite in his way: 


and the replies which he made ſuf- 
ficiently convinced the Lady, that 


ſhe had not miſtaken her man. 


When he found himſelf at home 


in the morning, after having ſpent 
| the 


* 


= 
- *. 
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the time very agreeably with his In- 
cognita, he found himſelf alſo richer, 
by fifty guineas, than he was when, 
in ſo myſterious a manner, conveyed 
to her. 

For ſome time ** . his 
nocturnal viſits. Burton, and his o- 
ther gay companions, continually 

watched him, and teazed him, in or- 
der to find out from what liberal 
ſpring his purſe was repleniſhed : but 
he not only refuſed to-gratify their 
curioſity; he had alſo addreſs enough 
to clude all their endeavours to diſ- 
cover the capital ſecret, which he 
had promiſed to confine to his own 
breaſt. 1187 
However, they ſoon began to 
[anche him, as he dreſſed more gaily, 
played, higher, and, in ſhort, kept 
pace with them in moſt of their 


 Pleaſurable purſuits: but as nothing 
had 


* 
S 
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had really tranſpired detrimental to 
his character, he paſſed in the world 
for a man of a very eaſy fortune. 

As ſuch a man Jack had been 
looked upon by Mr. Hyde; Who, 
conſequently, thought him a deſire- 
able huſband for his daughter. 

Myra did not ſpend her time a- 
greeably to her wiſhes at Hampſtead. 
The recollection of paſt moments, 
5 2 her from receiving any 
plea ure from the preſent. —Wilks's 
image, forcibly pictured by her i ima- 
gination, made but too deep an im- 
preſſion on her mind for its peace. 


n She wiſhed ſhe had not ſeen him.— 
She wiſhed ſhe had never known him 
2 at all, ſince her acquaintance with 
him had only occaſioned her remo- 
val from the place i in which ſhe en- 


joyed his entertaining company. 4 
* Vor. „ Jack, 
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Jack, not being in the leaſt in- 
| clined to give up his Liberty to a 

wife, felt no diſquieting ſenſations 
in the abſence of Miſs Hyde; but 
an old Gentleman, who had often 
ſeen her at her father's, began to 
miſs her as much as. ſhe miſſed 
| Wilks. 199 

This Gentleman, having a large 
fortune, and no objection to a young 
wife, came to Mr. Hyde's one day, 
enquired after Myra, and generouſly 
offered to take her without a ſhil- 
ling, and to make a handſome ſettle- 
| ment on her. 
| Hyde, tranſported with an offer 
which exceeded his moſt ſanguine 
expectations with regard to the diſ- 
„ poſal of his daughter, jumped at it; 


ſent for Myra to town, and, on her 


arrival, immediately informed her, 
? "this 
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that ſhe muſt prepare to receive Mr. 
Bond as her lover. 

Myra turned pale as death at this | 
unwelcome intelligence; but as ſoon 
as ſhe could recover herſelf, told her 
father, that it was impoſſible for her 

to be happy with him. — “J hope, 

«- therefore, Sir,“ continued ſhe, 
te that you will not inſiſt upon my 
<< marrying 3 man ſo very unſuit- 
* able to me.“ N 

«© Indeed but I gal inſiſt upon 

* your marrying him,” ſaid Mr. 
Hyde, © and I will have the cere- 
© mony performed as ſoon as poſ- 
“ fible.—Unſuitable!—No man can 

be unſuitable; who has ſuch a for- 

. tune. Will not money, girl, 

make every thing eaſy?” 5 

Myra, extremely alarmed at her 
father's reply, begged him earneſtly, 
with tears in her eyes to fave her 

n C 2 from 
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from ſo much diſtreſs, as the knew 
ſhe ſhould be doomed to: ſuffer, 
' when married to a man ſo thorough- 
ly diſguſting to her; and promiſed, 
that ſhe would never give her hand 
to any perſon of whom he did not 
approve, if he would be kind e- 
nough to let her refuſe, Mr. Bond. 
There is no fear of your marry- 
ing any, body whom I don't like, 
5 child; for there's nobody who 
„ will have you: and the little I 
„ ſhall be able to leave you, will 
« hardly be ſufficient to find you in 
* cloaths: therefore, I fancy you 
« will think better of it. 
Myra coloured exceſſively at her 
father s anſwer, She had always felt 
a great reſpect and affection for him, 
always gave the ſtrongeſt proof of her 
filial obedience; ſhe was conſequent- 
I * to "_ from him: ſhe 


Was, 


5 3 . G 8 
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was, alſo, very · much mortified at 


his telling her, that nobody elſe 
would marry her. She well knew 


that no man had ever made ſerious 


propoſals; and began to think it was 


better to follow her father's advice, 
and to endeavour to bring herſelf to 
like Mr. Bond. 

After having conſidered and re- 
conſidered in what manner to act, ſne 
told her father, that as every thing 
he approved of would, ſhe was per- 
ſuaded, be conducive to her happi- 
neſs, ſhe would do exactly as he 
pleaſed. 

Hyde, fully Gatisfied with ay 
daughter's compliance, went direct- 
ly to acquaint. the old lover with her 
arfival in town, . 

Mr. Bond accordingly wah his 
approaches in form, after a few. 
viſits, in which he acquitted himſelf 
+ by 


30 HISTORY OF 

by no means to her ſatisfaction; but 

thinking to make himſelf more a- 

greeable to-her, he E a Rane 
lagh party. 

As the party was evidently pro- 
poſed by him to oblige her, good na- 
ture, and good manners, made her 
think it incumbent on her to appear 
pleaſed with it: ſhe ſtrove to be ſo 
with the utmoſt earneſtneſs, and be- 
gan to reſume all her former gaiety. 
While ſhe was endeavouring to 
let Mr. Bond fee, that his douceurs 
were not thrown away upon her, 
who ſhould make his appearance in 
the Rotunda but Jack Wilks. | 

- He faw Myra in a moment; and, 
not having ſeen her a great while, 
flew to her with a particular alacri- 
ty.——So much joy, indeed, did he 
diſcover upon the occaſion, that it 
filled her heart with ſenſations which 

| i ſhe 
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ſhe had not felt a long time, and 
crimſoned her face with bluſhes. 
He immediately perceived the plea- 
ſure which his. preſence had given 
her, and joined the party. 

The evening went off with un- 
common rapidity : yet as there was 


nothing very Jover-like in Jack's be- 


haviour, Bond took not the leaſt a- 
larm ; but, pleaſed to ſee his Miſ- 
treſs in ſpirits, was more contented 
than he had been a good while, both 

with her and with himſelf. . 
Wilks being a keener phyſiogno- 
miſt few men, indeed, had a great- 
er ſhare of penetration ſoon w 
how things went. | 
Calling, next day, on Myra, he 
rallied her not a little on her vene- 
rable lover. 5 528 85 
Having, by chat time, pretty 
deeply reflected on the prodigious 
C 4 dif- 
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difference | between the two men, 
ſhe was hurt by the compariſon, and 
burſt into tears. 
Jack, though naturally apt to be 
wrong-headed; was far from being 
ul-natured : he ſhewed, therefore, 
no ſmall concern at having ſaid any 
thing to make her uneaſy; and threw 
out many conſolatory expreſſions : 
he could not, however, help ex- 
claiming, ** But how, in the name 
„of wonder, my dear Miſs Hyde, 
« came you to think of giving en- 
«*\couragement to an old man to 
„ hope for your favour!” 
% I do affure you, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, 
* that I never ſhould have thought 
« of him: but women, you very 
« well know, are not always at li- 
e .berty to diſpoſe of themſelves ; 
„ and you need not be told, that 
„ thoſe who have the care of us, 
cc may 


* 
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«© may happen to entertain opinions 
% oppoſite to ours. 
- 4 Undoubtedly,” replied he: 
„ the commoneſt thing in the 
„% world; but were I in your ſitua- 
* tion I ſhould, I believe, nay, I am 
* certain I ſhould follow my own 
fancy: and if yours leads you to 
© marry that frightful piece of anti- 
equity, I am egregiouſly out in my 
« reckoning ; that's all.” _ 

A half. ſuppreſſed ſigh with, 
« What would you adviſe me to 
do? convinced him, that the 
movements of her mind were not 
hidden from his penetrating eye.— 
Her interrogatory was an artful one; 
and would have given a fair opening 
to a man poſſeſſed of more modeſty 
than fell to Jack's lot, to put her in- 
to the road to do what ſhe liked beſt. 
aka though her queſtion-was-uttered 
C 5 in 


34 HISTORY OF 

in ſuch a manner, that her meaning 
could not poſſibly be miſunderſtood, 
there was ſomething in the articula- 
tion of it, and ſomething of a confu- 


ſion in her looks during the utterance 


of it, which excited more compaſſion 
in Jack's boſom than he had uſually 


felt upon ſuch occaſions. 


He immediately replied, Not to 
« marry the man whom you don't 
*. ns.” 
| This anſwer naturally produced a- 
nother queſtion. 


5 You would not, ſurely, have 
« me diſobey my father? 


% I know what I ſhould do if he 

« was my father,” replied Wilks: 
% not all the powers on earth ſhould 
«« hinder me from acting with the 
freedom to which we are entitled 
% by nature: Liberty is only an 
«« empty ſound, a mere echo, if we 
4 | « are 
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« are implicitly to obey every ty- 
« rant's capricious command; and 
« by ſo doing, forge our own fet- 
c ters. No, no, Miſs Hyde, let 
nobody either perſuade or compel 
« you to any thing, againſt which. 
« your inclination tevolts Be 
firm in your reſolution,. pre- 
« ſerve your Liberty inviolate to the 
“ laſt moment of your life.“ | 
A ſecond ſigh from Myra's gentle 
boſom prevented her from anſwer- 
ing him,——She was really at a lofs 
for a reply ; as ſhe was 'not a little 
diſappointed to find, that Mr. 
Wilks's romantic regard for Liberty, 
which he always expreſſed with the 
fervor of a rapturous enthnfiaſt, 
would, moſt probably, deter him 
from entering into the marriage 
ſtate, It is very true, indeed, that 
the bands of Hymen were conſidered 
. C 6 by 
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by Jack as the ſhackles of ſlavery ; 
and he never had, therefore, the 
leaſt defire to be hampered by them. 
Myra's filence, her amiable confu- 
ſion, and her ſtrict attention to his 
free advice, with regard to her filial 
behaviour, gaye Jack, at laſt, ſome 
reaſon to believe, that he was not 
totally an object of indifference in 
her eyes; and that if he could infuſe 
a ſdfficient quantity of the higheſt 
rectified ſpirit of Liberty into her 
head, ſo as to make her rebel a- 
gainſt her father's deſpotic authority, 
and to reject the old fellow, he 
| might, in time, gain her upon his 

own terms. / 
With theſe views he repeated his 
viſits, and cloſely and warmly plied 
her with encomiums on his favourite 
paſſion: declaring, that Liberty was 
the ſpring of all our happineſs and 
| glory ; 
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glory; that all reſtraint was an af- 
front to the free - agency with which 
we were born. 80 plauſible, in 
ſhort, were his arguments in favour 
of unlimited Freedom; and with ſo 
much warmth and elocution did he 
deliver them, that Myra, who had : 
neither contemptible nor bad prin- 
ciples, was ſtaggered with them; 
and, in conſequence of the impreſ- 
fion which. they made upon her 
mind, ſhe felt a ſtrong defire to get 
rid of a man, who, every hour; grew. 
more and more diſagreeable, as his 
rival became every hour otherwiſe. 
She, therefore, reſolved to tell her 
father plainly, that ſhe would never 
be married to Mr. Bond. 4 
She did ſo. 


His anſwer was, © You muſt ei- 


ther determine to marry him in a 
« few 
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« few days, or expect me to have no- 
e thing farther to ſay to you.” 
shocked at this laconic reply, ſhe 
withdrew in ſilence, in order to con- 
ſider how ſhe ſhould proceed. 

At his next viſit, Jack furniſhed 
her with powerful arguments, to en- 
able her to oppoſe her father, if he 
ſhould ſay any more to her upon the 
ſubject. N 

He renewed the ſubject; and was 
quite aſtoniſhed to hear his daugh- 
ter inveigh bitterly againſt parental 
tyranny, and to plead vehemently in 
behalf of a free choice, which every 
father, ſhe ſaid, ought to allow of: 
adding, that the arbitrary proceed- 
ings of a parent, with regard to the 
marriage of a child, exculpated that 
child from the charge of diſobe- 
dience. 
. The 
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The old gentleman ſtared at her 
with aſtoniſhment, and, for ſome 
moments, doubted the goodneſs of 
his ears; but when he found, after 
having both rallied her, and reaſon- 
ed with her, that his hearing had not 
been impaired; that ſhe ſtrenuouſy 
maintained, and endeavoured to juſ- 
tify, her undutiful opinions; he pe- 
remptorily threatened to turn her out 
of doors, if ſhe did not inſtantly 
comply with his commands, to re- 
ceive Mr. Bond as the man who was 
to be her huſband in a few days. 

Oppoſition is generally of an in- 
flammatory nature: Myra, in the 
height of her vexation, paintedherfa- 
ther's obſtinacy to Wilks, in the moſt 
deteſtable colours; and he, whoſaw no 
other way of accompliſhing his de- 
ſigns upon her, but by animating 
her to fly from her father's protec- 
tion, 


+ 
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tion, ſpurred her to contend with 
him. She followed his advice; 
and, on her again refuſing Bond, he 
bade her leave his fight and his houſe 
directly, as her continued diſobedi- 
ence proved ler to be no child of 
his. 
Mis Hyde, then, ani not till 
| then, began to think that the had 
\ gone too far. She was ſill; indeed, 
reſolved not to be married to Bond ; 
x but ſhe wiſhed to ſoften her father, 
| as the dreaded the being deſerted by 
him beyond any thing, but the union 
with a man who, as he was forced 
upon her, became more odious to | 
her than ever. AG | 
Mr. Hyde would hear of no ob- | 
jections to, the man whom he had I 
choſen for her. Marriage with 
him, or expulſion: he would not 
liſten to any compromife. 


Myra, 
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Myra, finding him immoveable, 
with a flood of tears, which ſhewed' 
with how much reluctance ſhe re- 
moved herſelf from a father, who, 
till then, had been very kind to her, 
returned to Mrs. Liſter at Hamp- 
ſtead. | 
With a heavy heart, 2 with 
eyes almoſt ſwelled out of her head 
with weeping, ſhe related the treat- 
ment ſhe had received at home. 

As Mrs. Liſter had always been 
particularly fond of her, and had not 
only welcomed her to her houſe with 
pleaſure, but frequently intreated 
her company when her father was 
loth to part with her, ſhe had me 
reaſon to expect a moſt friendly re- 
ception from that lady; eſpecially 
at a time when ſhe was driven, in a 
manner, from home, and an 
in great diſtreſs. 


Thoſe 
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Thoſe who look for diſintereſted 
friendſhip, will often be deceived: : 
the touchitone of friendſhip is adver- 
ſity; and who, among the two ſexes, 
can ſtand fo trying a teſt ?——I do 
not ſay, that there is no ſuch Being 
in the world as a diſintereſted friend; 
but certainly, he is not a very com- 
mon object. 
Mrs. Lifter, as ſoon as me gueſſed, 
by Myra's ſudden return and deject- 
ed countenance, that things went not 
an ſo ſmoothly as uſual, immediately 
put on a face ſuitable to the occaſion, 
received her with remarkable gravi- 
ty, and was rather ſhy of enquiring 
into the cauſe of her altered appear- 
ance ; throwing out not a few hints 
alſo, that ſhe expected her nephew 
from Ireland, and ſome particular 
friends from Briſtol, who would fill 
her houſe ; ; and that ſhe wiſhed, in- 
deed, 
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deed, it was in her puns to wake 
more beds. W Holes! | 

Myra was, at-firſts too mad op- 5 
preſſed with grief, to attend cloſely. 
to what ſounded in her ears, mere 
idle chat; as ſhe, like other people 
in affliction, had rather wiſhed to 

have heard Mrs. Lifter make ſome 

efforts to alleviate her forrow, by 
heartily fympathizing with her, than 
to turn the converſation to quite o- 
ther matters. But it is impoſſible 
to expreſs the diſquietude which ſhe 
endured, when ſhe found that Mrs. 
Liſter was actually eager to ſend her 
away from her, as a perſon who 
might be very troubleſome. She 


therefore, but not without many 


ſighs, reſolved to leave her houſe, 
not chufing to ſtay to be burthen- 
ſome to a woman, once ſo fond. of 


her. However, as ſhe really knew 
not. 
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not whither to go, ſhe accepted of a 
mighty cool invitation to dine, in 
order to gain time to conſider what 
meaſures Wake) 10 
Before they ſat down to ner 
a young gentleman of Mrs. Liſter's 
acquaintance” came in his phaeton to 
ſpend the remainder of the day with 
her, and was received in a manner 
ſuitable to the figure which he made. 
He was the only ſon of a Colonel 
Wyndham, a man of family and for- 
tune, and diſtantly related to Mrs. 
Liſter. 
Mr. Wyndham was bal n 1 
and had a very pleaſing face, without 
being effeminately handſome. His. 
dreſs was extremely elegant, and in 
all his looks and movements the man 
of faſhion was ſtrikingly conſpicu- 
sn. . 3 2011 


With 
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With theſe advantages, natural 
and acquired, he had others, which 
contributed to render him as amiable 
as he was agreeable. He had a ſtrong 
well-cultivated underſtanding, and a 
great deal of manly ſenfibility. - | 
At the firſt ſight of ſo fine a girl 
as Myra, he flattered himſelf,” that 
ſhe would make a conſiderable addi- 
tion to the pleaſure of the day; but 
the melancholy with which her face, 
on a nearer view, was overſpread, 
and the ſweet languor in her eyes, 
together with the bewitching mo- 
deſty of her whole carriage, induced 
him to believe, that ſhe was unhap- 
Py. She was, indeed, extremely ſo; 
and her infelicity increaſed in pro- 
portion to its . obſerved by Mr. 


viour improved, every moment, up- 
9p NEE She reflected, with, the 
deepeſt 
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[deepeſt regret, on the indiſcreet part 


which ſhe had acted, and her ther 
-diſagreeable ſituation; though the 
remarks ſhe made on her new ad- 
mirer's deportment, made her till 


| leſs inclined to bury herſelf in the 


arms of Bond. Vet, when ſhe 
conſidered what a dreadful change a 


few hours had occaſioned in her con- 


dition, ſhe was inconceivably diſtreſ- 
fed Her diſtreſs may wind _ 
accounted fori—— 

A little time, a very little 0 ths 
fore, ſhe'was the happy, the beloved 
daughter of a man of character, and 
in a very reſpectable way of life. She 


had been educated renteely ; and 


from the propriety 'of her own beha- 
viour, as well as the reputable light 


in which he appeared, had recom- 


mended herſelf to the notice and 
* people of 
faſhion, 
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faſhion, who had even profeſſed a 
friendſhip for her. But now 
what a difference in her fituation? 
Turned out of a father's houſe, dri - 
ven from his protection, hopeleſs of 
being reſtored to his paternal favour, 
unleſs ſhe could bring herſelf to 
comply with his will in a point on 
which ſhe could not poſſibly agree 
with him.——She certainly, how- 
ever, would not have gone ſuch 
lengths, had ſhe not been inſtigated 
by Wilks; who, from a falſe notion 
of Liberty, and a fond deſire to make 
her a convert to „is ſentiments in e- 
very reſpect, had greatly warped her 
judgment in behalf of a conduct, 
which now appeared highly repre- 
henſible; and ſhe could not help 
prognoſticating ſtill worſe conſequen+ 
ces, which, pictured by fancy, n 
her tremble. 


47 
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geſture, ſetting aſide the ſtriking 2 
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With ſuch diſheartening ideas, 
with ſuch . melancholy reflections, 
and with ſuch alarming apprehen- 
ions, ſhe appeared confuſed, embar- 
raſſed, diſconcerted, / 

Wyndham, though a — 
ſoon ſaw that ſomething lay heavy 
on her mind, and gave her great diſ- 
quiet: and her diſquiet was, proba- 
bly, perceived by him ſooner than 
by any body elſe, as the beauty of her 
_ perſon, and the numberleſs graces in 
her behaviour, in ſpite. of the load 
upon her ſpirits, had ſurpriſingly in- 
tereſted him in fene ſo ſhort 
an acquaintance. 

Myra was not leſs 3 ch 
er as he was, beyond all doubt, 
infinitely ſuperior in every, look and 


* of his whole Wes to any 


man 


24 
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man with whom ſhe had ever con- 
verſed. tr . ikke 15d gt 
Wilks had; it is true, very much 


attracted her attention by his agrees: 
able vivacity, and entertaining con- 
verſation; and as her heart was, diſ- 
engaged when he flew to reſcue her 
from a ſet of wretches, unworthy, of. 
being called gentlemen, ſcarce deſery-, 

ing to be ranked among, the human 
ſpecies, ſhe felt a kind of grateful, 
prepoſſeſſion; but when ſhe contraſts 

ed him with Wyndham, the amiable. 
Wyndham, the little merit with. | 
which he had before dazzled her. A 
was almoft, torally eclipſed by his Ji>, 

val's ſuperior luſtre, —Beſides, he, : 
had been, in ſome meaſure, the cauſe. 

of her appearing in ſuch, deſpicable. 
colours in her OWN» eygs, and 1 in. fa, 
degrading, a light: to her friends; 
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and therefore was the more lowered 
in her eſtimation. 

I The reflections which aroſe in 1 
d on her unhappy condition, 
which ſhe principally attributed to 
the pernicious advice of Wilks, add- 
ed to thoſe excited by Mrs. Liſter's 
mortifyin g carriage to _ almoſt 
des rg ppt mY her. 


Wyndham, hearing ber ach WO 


vily, while he walked by her fide in 
Mrs. Liſter's garden, who, juſt at 


that moment, had left her company, 
to give ſome directions to her ſer- 


vuants, was touched with the certain- 
ty of her being afflicted, and, gent- 
ly ſeizing her hand, faid, with a look 
equally tender, reſpectful, and com- 


paſſionate, I am very much con- 
« cerned, Miſs Hyde, for ſo he 


had heard Mrs. Lifter call her, when 


ſhe 
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ſhe vouchſafed to take any notice of 
her,—— **. to find that I was not 
« miſtaken, when J feared that 
« ſomething deeply diſturbed your 
« mind, But poſſibly,” continued 
he, looking more earneſtly at her, 
«« I may ſtill be deceived, and the 
* recolle&tion of ſome pleaſing in- 
„ terviews with a favoured lover 
% may have drawn. thoſe heart - felt 
« aſpirations from you.” 5 

She ſtarted, ſhe bluſhed, on being 
thus ſuddenly interrogated by the ve- 
ry perſon who had, in a great mea- 
ſure, occaſioned her emotions; but 
had not the power to withdraw her 
hand, which he gently detained till 
ſhe juſt recovered enough from her 
confuſion to ſay, ** Indeed, Sir, my 
* thoughts were engaged upon what 
“ gives me extreme anxiety.——T 
“ ſthould not, however, have ſo far 

| D 2 for- 
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5 forgotten myſelf, as to diſcover it 
in company; and, by ſo doing, 
cc to pay an ill compliment to Mrs. 
« Liſter, and her friend.“ 

« Your behaviour, Madam, ſtands 
« not in need of any apology : Mrs. 
« Lifter's friend is lincerely deſirous 
« of becoming yours, if you will 
« honour him ſo much as to let him 
% know, in what manner he may 
Ws er y himſelf moſt ſerviceable to 
e you. n 

A ſecond bluſh, aotvinpanhds with | 
a modeſt waving of her head, was 
all her reply. 

The Lady of the houſe ſoon join- 
ed her gueſts, and turned the conver- 
ſation upon quite different topics. 

To thoſe topics Mr. Wyndham 
paid not the attention which he had 
uſually done, as he became more and 


more affected by 7 8 melancholy 
appear- 
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| appearance; the cauſe of which he 
eagerly wiſhed to know, and as ar- 
dently longed to remove it. 

At dinner ſhe ate little, nor could 
any endeavours make her chearful. 
she was really ſo loſt in thought, 
and ſo puzzled to hit upon a place 
for her abode, that ſhe did not con- 
ſider how ſhe ſhould get to London, 
till the afternoon was far advanced, 
Myra had come down with a de- 
ſign to remain with Mrs. Liſter till 
her father could be prevailed on to 
recall her; but as that lady, in the 
true ſpirit of modern friendſhip, diſ- 
covered no inclination to impede her 
departure, on finding that ſhe was 
deſerted by her father, ſhe had too 
much pride to ſtay uninvited.— 
Collecting her ſcattered thoughts, 
therefore, together as well as ſhe 
could, ſhe deſired Mrs. Liſter to let 
D 3 her 
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her ſervant try to procure her a plaoe 
to town in the ſtage. 

Mrs. Liſter chearfully complied 
with her requeſt, and diſpatched her 
ſervant immediately, who brought 
word that all the coaches were full. 

Mr. Wyndham, then, very re- 
ſpectfully offered to accommodate 
Miſs Hyde in his phaeton. 

She heſitated: ſhe knew not what 
reply to make, for ſeveral reaſons. 

Mrs. Liſter, who would have 
warmly oppoſed her conſent to ſuch 
a conveyance, offered by a man al- 
moſt a ſtranger to her, had ſhe been 
upon good terms with her father, 
now very readily undertook to an- 
ſwer for her: Oh! aye,—lI never 
* thought of that; *. Wyndham 
« will take care of you.' 

Myra ſa her motive, and deſpiſed 


| her heartily for it, but was too much 
affected 
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affected by the alteration in her beha- 
viour, to know how to deſcribe her 
feelings; and her uneaſfineſs was the 
more acute, as ſhe could not, from 
the confuſion of her ideas, think on 
a proper perſon to fly to, after hay- 
ing met with ſo diſcouraging a diſap- 
pointment. She had looked upon 
this very Mrs. Liſter, who was in 
ſuch a hurry to ſend her away, as a 
woman who would have received 
her with open arms, and treated her 
with the moſt cordial regard. 
When ſhe reflected, therefore, upon 
her unfriendly carriage, and felt her- 
ſelf baniſhed from her only ſecure 
aſylum, her father's. houſe, by her 
own imprudence, without knowing 
whither to repair for ſafety or ſubſiſ- 
tence, tears ruſhed into her eyes.— 
She roſe from table, and left: the 
room. 


D 4 Wynd- 
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Wyndham, who would have pi- 
tied any female, apparently ſo diſ- 
treſſed,. - youth and beauty out of 
the queſtion, — and whoſe compaſ- 
ſion for Myra roſe in proportion to 
her lovelineſs, told Mrs. Liſter, that 
he feared her young friend had met 
with ſomething to diſcompoſe her. 
„She may, poſſibly, be glad of your 
e aſſiſtance, continued he, riſing to 
leave her at liberty to follow her, 
not thinking himſelf, on ſo ſhort an 
acquaintance, authoriſed to act agree- 
ably to his wiſhes. | 

„ Yes,” replied ſhe, goppiug him, 
« ſhe will be very glad of any body's 
« aſſiſtance ſoon, I believe. —Fool- 
« iſh girl !—to.quarrel with her fa- 
* ther about a wild young fellow.“ 
There is a lover in the caſe 


« \ then?” ſaid ne. with an 
emotion 


ren 
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emotion which he ſtrove to "OO 


preſs. 8. 
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« Aye ;——one Wilks has perfilhets 
ed her to run away from her fa- 
ther, I think: and fo ſhe came to 
me, expecting me to take her in 
and keep her; but, indeed, I 


know too much of the world to 


be guilty of ſo great a weakneſs. 
Were I to encourage all the girls 
who leave their fathers to run after 
fellows, my houſe would never be- 
empty, and I might juſtly forfeit 
my reputation as well as they.” 

„ There is an affair, then, be- 
tween her and this Wilks?“ 

& Undoubtedly.—He is, I have 
heard, a man of a very ſlight cha- 
racer ;”. (though, indeed, ſhe 


knew nothing about him, till Myra 
told her of him) “ and will, 1 ſup- 


cc 


poſe, be ſoon weary of her. —— 
| | D 5 « I won- 


RE. 
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«© I wonder what ſhe intends to do, 
« when heleaves her in the lurch.— 
«© But be it how it will, ſhe comes 
no more here: I will clear my 
« houſe of her. I preſſed her to 
accept of your offer, becauſe you 
« men, I know, never ſuffer in your 
characters by being ſeen with girls 
« of this ſort: but were J to har- 
** bour her in my houſe, I ſhould be 
«« guilty of the greateſt impropriety, 
* «« ſetting aſide the ſcandal, as ſhe has 
* turned out ſuch an undutiful crea- 
«« ture. Beſides, her father, who is 
“ in, the: law, may come upon me, 
you know, for detaining his daugh- 
e ter; and charge me with encou- 
«« raging her to take herſelf from 
« home. It will, conſequently, be 
Fe quite unſafe, as well as mon- 
* ftrouſly indiſcteet, to let her re- 


main here a fin gle night : and you 
e can 


* 
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can ſet her down, you know, as 
ſoon as you come upon the'ſtones ; 
and then ſhe 1 go WR a 
will.” 
If the really is in n with 
Wilks, ſhe has no deſire, I ima- 
gine, to ſtay here, but wants to 
be with im? 
« To be ſure ſhe "PER he | 
may not be ready to receive her, you 
« know ; girls are very expenſive to 
you young fellows ſometimes.” 
„To me they never yet have 
been; but were I poſſeſſed of a 
girl with Miſs Hyde's perſonal 
charms, and winning manners, 
„ ſhould not ſpare any expence to 
nin myſelf un of her 
2 

9 And ſo ruin yourſelf. . 
no, my young friend, you are bet- 
* ter as you are; and as you have 
D 6 „ been 
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been ſober and good ſo long, let 
« me perſuade you to ſtay till you 
«marry. A wife, ſhould ſhe prove 
« extravagant, brings ſomething to 
% ſupport her expenſive taſte; 
whereas a miſtreſs. runs away 
with every thing.“ 

© There are very different kinds 
« of women,” ſaid Wyndham, with 
a ſmile of contempt. * But me- 
« thinks, Mrs. Liſter,” added he, 
« as you once profeſſed ſome eſteem 
“for this unhappy young lady, it is 
«* a-great pity that you do not endea- 
1% vour to prevail on her to return 
to her father, and to give up a 
„ man who, by your: account, is 
« not worthy of her.” 

« Oh! not I. He is, I his 
« ſay, as worthy. of her as ſhe is of 
% him. When once a girl comes to 
« flyi in her father's face, it is all 

15 over 
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over with her: I never knew any 


of theſe flirts come to good in my 


life. When they take a bad turn, 


their buſineſs is done. Some peo- 
ple, I know, have a vaſt notion of 


their reforming. Nonſenſe. 
Now I firmly believe, that ſhe who 


is a to-day, will be a 
to- morrow.— That's my. opini= 
on. I never could be induced 
to take any ſervants out of the 
Magdalen-houſe ; > not I: people 
may talk of their being penitents, 
but I dare ſwear they will be 
proſtitutes to the end of their 
lives.” 


Wyndham, beginning by this time 8 


to hold Mrs. Liſter's morals extreme 
ly cheap, as well as to grow tired of 
her garrulity, coolly replied, «It is 


«c 


mighty happy for the poor girls, 
Madam, 


4 
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* Madam, that every body is not of 
% your opinion.“ 

Myra, at that inſtant, Wenden to 
ed, having wiped away her tears, 
and compoſed herſelf as well as ſhe 
could. 

Wyndham, on her entrance, roſe, 
reached a chair, and paid her all poſ- 
ſible reſpect; but neither of them 
faid much to Mrs. Liſter, who was 
uncommonly loquacious. 

Early in the evening he ordered 
his carriage, becauſe he natufally 
imagined, that Mrs. Liſter's beha- 
viour could not be agreeable to 
Myra; and that ſhe would, of 
courſe, be glad to be removed from 
her, He complimented her, how- 
ever, with ſaying, that he. would 
wait her time. A graceful motion of 
her head, without any verbal anſwer, 

fufficiently convinced him, that ſhe 
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was quite prepared to leave Hamp- 
ſtead. Accordingly, he aſſiſted hee 
in getting into the chaiſe, very hap- 
py to find her fo willing to put her- 
ſelf under his protection.— She -wil+ 
lingly, indeed, committed herſelf to 
his care; for her mind was ſo much 
embarraſſed, that ſhe was not in a 
condition to think about her own 
conduct. 

During their ride, he auen to a- 
muſe her, by entering upon ſeveral 
ſubjects; but ſhe was abſolutely in- 
capable of carrying on a converſa- 
tion. 

When he aſked her * he 
ſhould ſet her en the os: into 
tears. 

Having been ais Us 
greateſt part of the day, whither ſhe 
ſhould go, till ſhe could apply to her 
father for leave to return home, 
| though 
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though hopeleſs of obtaining that 
leave, as ſhe continued averſe to the 
conditions which had provoked her 
diſobedience, ſhe could think of no 
place but a little ſnop, the owner of 
which had been, ſome years before, 
a ſervant in the family, but had mar- 
tried, and was a widow. 

Wyndham, more affected by her 
tears than he thought he ſhould have 
been, begged her to be compoſed ; 
telling her, that if ſhe would but 
truſt him with the occaſion of her diſ- 
treſs, he would do every thing in his 
power to alleviate it, if he could not 
totally remove it: | hinting, at the 
ſame time, though diſtantly, that he 
already knew what he wiſhed ſo ear- 
neſtly to hear from her own lips. 
Myra, having a quick apprehen- 
ſion, immediately gueſſed that he 
mull hay had his information- from 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Liſter, . who was no longer her- 
friend, and who, poſſibly, had ex- 
hibited her to him in the moſt unfa- 
vourable colours. She, therefore; 
aſſumed courage enough to tell her 
own ſtory : : avoiding, however, all 
particulars which were, in her opini- 
on, trivial and of no conſequence; 
and entirely omitting the mention of 
Wilks. But as Wyndham had heard 
ſo much about that gentleman, the 
ſuppreſſion of his name made her 
appear in no advantageous light to - 
him.——In ſhort, he ſuſpected her 
ſincerity.” Yet there was ſuch a 
charm about her, her carriage was ſo 
captivating, that he ſwallowed every 
thing ſhe ſaid with avidity ;. and 
ſtrove, by every art he was maſter. 
of, to calm the tempeſt in her mind, 
and ſooth her into peace : flattering 
himſelf, that if he could ſucceed in 
pleaſing 
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pleaſing her, he might, in time, ſup- 
plant the man who had made him- 
ſelf of ſo much importance in her 
eyes, and ſo deep an impreſſion on 
her heart; naturally ſuppoſing too, 
that ſhe who had not been coy to one 
man, would not be cruel to another, 
if he could make ** agreeable 
to her. 

Wyndham, n no coxcomb, 
was, nevertheleſs, too conſcious of his 
attractions, which always ſecured 
bim a flattering reception in a female 
circle, to imagine that Miſs Hyde 
would be inſenſible to them, He 
was, indeed, ſo handſome, and his 
manners were ſo inſinuating, that he 
was irrefiſtible. He had not yet, 
however, taken any woman into 
keeping, neither was he an advocate 
for illegal . cohabitation, being too 


great an admirer of delicacy in the 
Eule | fair 


— 
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fair ſex, to endure the common herd 
of kept miſtreſſes, and too much a 
man of honour, to triumph over an 
innocent heart, untainted with vice, 
by the ſnares of ſeduction —A gurl, 
with good principles, artfully delud- 
ed out of her virtue, would, he 
thought, feel the ſtain upon her cha- 
racter too ſtrongly, to enjoy any hap- 
pineſs herſelf, and to communicate 
any to him; and the hardened proſ- 
titute could never, he knew, be in 
his eyes an amiable object. 
With theſe laudable ſentiments, 
he would have been at a loſs how to 
proceed with regard © Myra, had 
he given himſelf leave to reflect on 
her ſituation, and on e ' own: but 
he was too much under the influence 
of the belle paſſton, though not ſen- 
ſible of its operation on him, to cal- 
culate the conſequences of an ac- 

* 
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quaintance with a woman ſo perfect. 
ly pleaſing as Myra was. | 
When they came near Lada 
ſhe, with freſh ' ſymptoms of diſ- 
quietude, begged him to ſet her 
down at the corner of Great-Ruſſel- 
ſtreet. ö 
« Do you then,” ſaid be. go to 
« any perſon there With wane you 
« are acquainted ?” 
No, Sir; but as my friend lives 
% in the neighbourhood, I rather 
ce chuſe to walk to her houſe. 
This ſpeech was accompanied with 
many thanks for his politeneſs, and 
a prefling intreaty to ſtop. 
% Not till you have told me 
« „here I may ſee you again, ſaid 
he, at leaſt; if you will not ſuffer 
« me to conduct you to the houſe 
% you are going to.“ | 
44. By. can 
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„J can do neither, at preſent, 
« Sir,“ replied ſhe, bluſhing ex- 
tremely ; but if Iam ever permit- 
« ted to return to my father, you 
„ will, I am fure, be kindly! re- 
« ceived by him, and he will chank; 
you for your care of me. 
It was with the gredteifiretatancs 
that he prevailed on himſelf to con- 
ſent to her requeſt. However, as 
ſoon as he had carefully lifted her 
from the carriage, he made a ſign to 
his man to follow her at a diſtance; ; 
while ſhe, too much engaged by her 
own ſenſations to attend to what paſſ- 
ed about her, walked to the timble: | 
habitation of Mrs. Bodely. 33 
To Mrs. Bodely ſhe very "FH . 
ter her arrival, related all the con- 
verſations between her and her father 
concerning Mr. Bond; the ſudden 
coolneſs of Mrs: Liſter; and the re- 
dbu | | : ſolution 
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ta return 

Mrs. Bodely Any: adviſed 
Hee to follicit that permiſſion ; but 
perſuaded her not to think of her let- 


ſeemed to ſtand very much in need 
both of refreſhment and reſt, that ſhe 
might be the better able to conſider 
about her affairs. 

Myra complied with Mrs. Bodely' $ 
perſuaſions.—She made a ſlight ſup- 
= per, and went to bed. 

j She went to bed, but ſhe could 


not cloſe her eyes.—The morning 
| came, but with it came no relief. 


- She roſe, however, and wrote a 


very affecting letter to her father, in 


which ſhe painted the miſeries of a 
compulſive marriage with great 


e 2 of colouring; and, at the 


ſame 


ſolution which the had made to 
write to her father for his Ar 


ter till the next morning, as the 
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fame time, warmly expatiated on the 
cruelty of a parent's expoſing a child 
to numberleſs fituations, fatal both 
to her perſon and her peace; con- 
cluding with a penitential acknow= 
ledgment of her indiſcreet conduct, 
a pathetick | ſolicitation for his par- 
don, and an earneſt intreaty to be 
reſtored to his favour. d 

This letter, ſtruck off while he 
was harraſſed by the moſt alarming. 
apprehenſions, and while ſhe began 
to be ſoftened by the tendereſt of all 
paſſions, was conſequently penned in 
a more energetic ſtyle - than could 
have been expected from a girl ſo 
young and fo unpractiſed in ſuch 
kinds of epiſtolary compoſitions, 
But ſhe wrote from the heart. 

When her letter was finiſhed, ſhe 
prevailed en Mrs. Bodely to carry it, 
and to deliver it into her father's. 

| own 
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own hands that ſhe might, if he 
had any deſire to interrogate her a- 
bout his daughter's behaviour, be 
ready to give him an exact, and, ſhe 
hoped, a ſatisfactory account of it. 
Mrs. Bodely faithfully executed 
the commiſſion ſhe was charged 
with, but found the old gentleman 
not at all diſpoſed to grant his 
daughter's requeſt, unleſs ſhe would 
ſubſcribe to the terms which he had 
inſiſted upon before her . 
from him. 

Myra returned Mrs. Bodely many 
thanks, and very ſincere ones, for 
the trouble the had taken; but was 
_ overwhelmed with grief, at the diſ- 
couraging news ſhe brought: doub- 
ly ſevere was the affliction which ſhe 
felt; for ſhe was more averſe to the 
terms to which her fathergyas ſo ob- 
_ ftinately attached, and more deter- 
2 mined 
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mined againſt them than ever. —In 
this diſtreſsful condition ſhe knew 
not, immediately, what meaſures to 
purſue ; and was, therefore, neceſ- 
ſitated to remain, for the preſent, - 
under Mrs. Bodely's roof. 

Wilks having more than once call- 
ed at Mr. Hyde's during his daugh- 
ter's abſence, and learned from the 
ſervants, at laſt, where ſhe was, 
came to ſee her at Mrs. Bodely's. 
Myra, not knowing that Mrs. 
Liſter had thrown out any thing to 
her diſadvantage on his account, re- 
ceived him with civility: his con- 
verſation had ever been lively and 
entertaining, and he had once been 
of conſiderable ſervice to her. Gra- 
titude, therefore, demanded, ſhe 
thought, /ome returns; and though 
Mr. Wyndham had effaced the im- 
preſſion which he had once made on 
Vol. I. E her 
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her tender heart, he had, ever ſince 
her firſt acquaintance with him, ap- 
peared to be her friend, and was en- 
titled, in her opinion, to a polite re- 
ception. l | 
Actuated by theſe motives, ſhe re- 
_ ceived him politely : the was alſo ra- 
ther pleaſed than diſpleaſed with his. 
company ;—(the wretched are ever 
flattered with the appearance of 
friendſihip)—and he, obſerving the 
ſatisfaction which his preſence oc- 
caſioned, reſolved to avail himſelf of 
it; but as he knew-her to be a wo- 
man of character, and believed her 
to be virtuous, he rightly conjec- 
tured, that matters were not to be 
precipitated.— He, therefore, de- 
termined, agreeably to his uſual way 
of proceeding on ſimilar occaſions, 
to conceal his deſigns till a fayourable 
5 oppor- 
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opportunity preſented. itſelf for the 
accompliſhment of them. > 

Wyndham, from whoſe mind 
Miſs Hyde had not been abſent 
from the moment of his ſeeing her 
ſafely houſed in Ruſſel- ſtreet, but 
who, fearful of giving offence, had 
not ventured to viſit her at Mrs. 
Bodely's, hearing from his man, 
(whoſe vigilance was unwearied, in 
order to procure intelligence about 
her) that Mr. Wilks was frequently 
admitted, felt ſenſations ſtirring in 
his breaſt, diſquieting beyond ex- 
preſſion; ſenſations which he never 
had felt before; and which robbed 
him of all his tranquility. Love, 
vexation, jealouſy, diſappointment, 
all combined to diſturb his repoſe. 
Yet, upon reflection, he thought that 
Wilks and the lady might be, per- 
2 ere long, tired of each other; 
E 2 and 
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and that he might then not unreaſon- 
ably hope to ſuperſede his rival. He 
alſo conſidered, that as ſhe admitted 
the viſits of one man, ſhe could not 
be offended with thoſe of another. 
He, therefore, reſolved to make an 
attempt to ſee her. 

Accidentally, he pitched upon the 
very day when Jack, elated with the 
apparent ſatisfaction with which ſhe 
had received him, made ſome oblique 
propoſals, which were conſtrued in 
a manner ſo contrary to his expecta- 
> tions, that he could not help exert- 
ing himſelf more vehemently in be- 
half of unbounded Liberty than he 
had yet done; declaring, with the 

moſt forcible expreſſions, accompa- 
nied with not a few nervous oaths, 
that no connection between the two 
ſexes could be deſirable or durable, 
if it was attended with any reſtric- 

tions 
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tions whatever; as the ſlighteſt re- 


ſtraint only created ſatiety and diſ- 


guſt. In ſhort, he flouriſhed with 
ſo much ardor and amplification in 
favour of his ruling paſſion, that 
Myra began to ſee through the dan- 
gerous tendency of his deſigns; and 
would have anſwered him immedi- 
ately, in a way ſufficient to deprive 
him of his criminal hopes, had not 
the conſciouſneſs of her having laid 
herſelf open to the inſults offered 
her, by leaving her father's houſe, 
checked that honeſt reſentment, 
which would otherwiſe have fur- 
niſhed her with a reply ſuitable to 
the affront to her Ong and 
her virtue. 

Wilks, encouraged by her auk- 
ward and ill-timed filence, was juſt 
going to renew his attack, when 
Wyndham entered the room. 


E 3 Wyad- 
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Wyndham felt more confuſion, if 
poſſible, at the diſcovery of ſuch a 
tete-a-tete, (though he had no rea- 
ſon not to expect it, from Mrs. Liſ- 
ter's intelligence) than Myra ſhewed 
at his unlooked-for appearance. 
| | Jack, ſeldom diſconcerted, never 
out of countenance, was only cha- 
grined at the interruption occaſion- 
ed to the manwzuvres of the moment; 
as he really began to reckon upon 
his elocation, and to promiſe him- 
felf fuccefs. However, as he found 
ſhe ſaw other company, (not being 
ſo ſcrupuloufly delicate as Wyndham, 
who could not bear the thoughts of 
ſharing the heart of the woman 
whom he admired, with another) and 
was very ſenfible that he could not 
ſupport her himſelf, he roſe, and 


with a ſignificant glance at Myra, 
bowing 
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bowing careleſsly to his ſuppoſed ri- 
val, walked down ſtairs. 

He had been gone ſome time, be- 
fore the diſconcerted Myra could re- 
cover herſelf enough to ſpeak. Js 

Wyndham - opened his mouth 
more than once, but nothing iſſued 
from it of any ſort of confequence. 

At length the affront which Myra 
had received, and which was now 
remembered by her with a thouſand 
ageravating reflections, ſo much in- 
creaſed her emotions, that the ap- 
peared in Wyndham's eyes a till 
more amiable, more pitiable object, 
than he had yet beheld her ; he was, 
conſequently, doubly defirous of ren- 
dering himſelf neceſſary to her, not 
without hopes of being able to ſuc- 
ceed according to his wiſhes. He, 
therefore, addreſſed her in the fol- 
lowing terms: 1 have, with the 

E 4: 4 
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«« greateſt difficulty imaginable, 
« Madam, denied myſelf the plea- 
« ſure of waiting on you before; 
“ nor ſhould I have now diſobeyed 
« your commands, fearful of giving 
« you the ſlighteſt offence, could I 
% have ſupported a longer abſence 
“ from you.——l have many apo- 
« Jogies to make for this intruſion ; 
«« but am ſanguine enough to believe 
% that you will pardon it ——You 
« are ſtill, I ſee, Miſs Hyde, in a 
te dejected ſtate : your dejection falls 
% me with an anxiety which I can- 
© not deſcribe; and I ſhall not be 
% happy, if you refuſe to inform me 
* by what means I may contribute 
e to its removal.” | 
She bluſhed, he ſighed, ine: 
making any reply for ſome time ; but 
on being repeatedly preſſed to in- 


dulge him with an anſwer, ſhe lift- 
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ed up her fine blue eyes, and with 
ineffable ſweetneſs, but with tremu- 
lous accent, ſaid, that nobody could 
relieve her but her father ; that ſhe 
was very much obliged to him for 
his civilities, but that ſhe muſt again 
intreat him to forbear his viſits, as 
ſhe could not with any propriety re- 
ceive them. | 

« I will endeavour to act con- 
“ formably to your deſire,” replied 
he, © in every reſpect; but when I 
e ſee that you do not refuſe admit- 
„ tance to all men, and at the ſame 
time know myſelf to be as eager, 
if not more ſo, than any body, to 
« aſſt you in any ſhape, why muſt 
6 alone, Miſs Hyde, be deprived 
of the happineſs of waiting on 
«you r?” 

This ſpeech increaſed the colour 
in Myra's cheeks. I-well know,” 
«02 con- 
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continued he, that the gentleman 
© who juſt now quitted the room, 
« ſtands very high in your fayour ; 
* but were ſuffered to improve my 
% acquaintance with you, my un- 
% wearied aſſiduities would, I flat- 
* ter myſelf, convince you, that no 
« man breathing can be more ſin- 
* cerely your admirer, and your 
& friend, than I am.“ 

« The gentleman who left the 
e room on your entrance, Sir,” faid 
Myra, with more ſtrongly- glowing 
cheeks, © is not ſo high in my fa- 
« your as you ſeem to imagine him 
* to be; but as he once delivered 
my father and me from ſome rude 
* people who attacked us in the 
* ſtreet, he is, I think, entitled to 
« common politeneſs,” 

_ « Undoubtedly, Madam, ——But 


40 though | have not been happy e- 
% nough 
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« nough to be of ſo much ſervice to 
« you, if you will permit me ſome + 
« titnes to pay my reſpects to you, 
« and honour me with the accept- 
« ance of every thing in my power 
&* to offer, you may be aſſured that 
« ] will give you no reaſon to repent 
* of your condeſcenſion.“ 

She thanked him again ; but from 
the diſcovery which ſhe had juſt 
made of Wilks's deſign, to take an 
improper advantage of her ſituation, 
ſhe began to fear that he alſo might 
be influenced by the ſame diſhonour- 
able motives. As. ſhe really felt very 
ſtrong emotions in his favour, ſhe 
did not dare to truſt herſelf in his 
hands; and, therefore, again beg- 
ged him to leave her till ſhe could 
receive him at her father's. 

Wyndham, finding that he could 
not, by his moſt earneſt perſuaſions, 
E 6 prevail 
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prevail on her to conſent to his in- 
treaties, bade her adieu a ſecond 
time, though with ſo ſtriking a re- 
gret, that the prepoſſeſſion which 
his firſt appearance at Hampſtead 
had occaſioned, was conſiderably 
heightened by his departure. 

As ſoon as he was gone, ſhe gave 
herſelf up, for ſome moments, to 
the vexatious reflections ariſing from: 
her unhappy condition. Driven 
from her father's houſe, to which 
ſhe had no hopes of returning, but 
on terms highly diſguſting; inſulted: 
by one man, who preſumed too much 
on his having been of ſervice to her, 
and not a little upon the agreeable- 
neſs of his manners, (which, in- 
deed, had made an im preſſion on 
her); and purſued by another, who: 
had, ſhe felt, every hour more and 
more intereſt in her heart, but to: 
4 _— whom. 
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whom ſhe could not, with Lafety, 
liſten, till ſhe was aſſured of the i in- 
tegrity of his intentions —ſhe was 
certainly in a perplexing ſituation. : 

Thus diſtreſſed, and thus. mortifi- 
ed at what. had lately happened to 
her, ſhe determined to; make ano=- 
ther effort to be taken home, regard- 
leſs. of the riſque ſhe ſhould run of 
being wretched for the remainder of 
her days, by becoming the wife of: 
Mr. Bond. 

In conſequence of this PLES bil 
tion, ſhe diſpatched Mrs. Bodely. * 
gain to her father with a ſecond let- 
ter to him; wherein ſhe promiſed, on- 
his pardoning her late diſobedience, 
and taking her home, to ſubmit to 
his pleaſure in every thing to the ut; 
moſt of her power. 

Mr. Hyde, beginning by this 


time, (as well as his daughter) to. 
think 
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think that matters might be carried 
too far; and having received a long 
letter from Mrs. Lifter, filled with 
the moſt ungenerous, injurious ſuſ- 
picions concerning her conduct, re- 
ſolved, on her making a proper ſub- 
miſſion, to let her return to him. 
Myra, having made Mrs. Bodely 
ample amends for the trouble ſhe had 
taken on her account, when ſhe 
came back with the wiſned - for an- 
ſwer to her letter, haſtened to 
comply with the contents of it. 
Mr. Hyde and his daughter mer 
with more ſatisfaction than they had 
parted from each other. The for- 
mer told the latter, however, that he 
only pertnitted her return on the pre- 
ſumption of her keeping her promiſe 
with regard to Mr. Bond. 
She made no reply to that part of 


her father's addreſs to her: but her 
ſilence 
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filence was not offenſive to him ; for 
he conſtrued it into an acquieſcence 
with his wiſhes. On many occaſions, 
ſuch a conſtruction on taciturnity 
may be fairly made, but Myra's was 
very much miſtaken by Mr. Hyde; 
for ſhe was, in fact, more and more 
averſe to the ſacrifice required from 
her. She had ſubſcribed to the con-' 
ditions above-mentioned, merely to 
preſerve her character, juſt upon the 
point of being blaſted, and to gain a 
little time, that ſhe' might ſee if 
Wyndham really liked her well e- 
nough to make the fame propoſals 
which Bond had made ; not doubt- 
ing but that her father would, on 
the reception of ſuch overtures, give 
her leave to prefer him ; ſecretly con- 
ſoling herſelf at the ſame time with 
the thoughts of being ſure 6f a pro- 

tector, 
1 


98 HISTORY O. F 


tector, ſhould her father again de- 
ſert her. 

No ſooner was Myra ſettled at 
home, than ſhe expected both 
Wyndham and Bond to make their 
appearance. 

Mr. Bond came firſt, but greatly 
diſappointed Mr. Hyde by his viſit. 

Mr. Hyde had, during his daugh- 
ter's. abſence, endeavoured to ac- 
count for it to the old gentleman, by. 
telling him, that on finding her 
fomewhat refractory, he had ſent her 
to a relation in the country, till ſhe 
became more tractable. But Bond, 
having heard from the ſervants, that. 
ſhe preferred Jack Wilks to every 
body, and given ready credit to Heir 
information, as he remembered to 
have ſeen them look as if they were. 
very well acquainted with each o- 
ther, when he beheld them at Rane- 
| lagh,. 
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lagh, concluded that he ſhould, by 
marrying Miſs Hyde, be only a con- 
venient huſband ; and, therefore, re- 
ſolved to have no more to ſay to her. 

His ſtay was momentary. 
% have changed my mind, Sir.“ 
Having uttered this laconic ſpeech 
to Mr. Hyde, with great coolneſs, 
he quitted the room abruptly. 
Mr. Hyde was too much ſurpriſed 
at the dry, deciſive behaviour of Mr. 
Bond, to anſwer him but when 
he was gone, he fell into a violent 
paſſion, raving againſt Myra, which 
laſted above a quarter of an hour 
without intermiſſion. Finding him- 
ſelf then too much fatigued, to pro- 
ceed in the iraſcible ſtrain, he retired 


to his chamber, went to bed, and. 


ordered her to attend him. 
Myra, with a heart almoſt burſt- 
ing with ſorrow, leſt her former re- 
jection. 
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jection of Mr. Bond's propoſals, 
added to her late behaviour, ſhould 


have fretted her father into a fit of 
| ficknelſs, ſtrove moſt ſubmiſſively, 
moſt affectionately, by every me- 


thod in her power, to alleviate his 
anxiety, and to ſoften him ; in hog fa- 


" Your, 


While the was thus dutifully at- 
tending on her fick father, Wilks, 
not knowing that the had left Mrs. 


Bodely's, called to fee her, expect- 


ing to find her fill riper for his 
ſchemes, as ſhe had made no verbal 
objection to it at his laſt vifit. 
Wyndham too, feeling himſelf 
unable to reliſh his exiſtence without 
the fight of her, reſolved to make 
another effort to enjoy the wiſhed- 


for ſatisfaction. 


hey both met at the door; and 
| % 7 ee 
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both, narrowlyfarveying each other; 
aſked for Miſs Hyde. 
Mrs. Bedely told them, that ſhe 
was gone to her father. 
« Her father!” cried Jack. — 
« What! is the girl then abfolutely 
« determined, at laſt, to fell herſelf 
* to the devil? Faith, it is a thou- 
« ſand pities, that the ſhould throw 
« herſelf away upon an old fellow, 
« when there is a yonng one juſt 
ready to receive her, and only for 
the ſake of a little more dirty cath. 
„Of what uſe, in the name of for- 
« tune, is money, but to buy plea- 
4 fure? and what woman ever 
found pleaſure with an old wither- 
« ed raſcal? He muſt be a curſed 
old fool into the bargain, to ima- 
* gine that he can keep ſuch a girl 
* to himſelf. I will lay my life, 
** ſhe never deſigngggo be a conſtant 
« turtle 
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te turtle to him. No, — no. 
* my little Myra knows better 
Liberty is the word :—that is the 
* only paſſion for her; —and a glo- 
1 frious one it is, by H— -n!“ 
While Jack was running on in 
this manner, Wyndham's colour 
roſe, his blood began to boil; and he 
was more than half tempted to aſl: 
him, what he meant by ſpeaking ſo 
lightly about a woman of reputation, 
who was now under her father's pro- 
tection; but he was. immediately 
checked by conſidering, that though 
men of a -licentious turn certainly 
take ſcandalous liberties with the 
eharacters of very deſerving women, 
Miſs Hyde's behaviour had too much 
juſtified Mrs. Liſter's account of her. 
The admiſſion of Wilks's viſits, the 
confuſion - which appeared in her 
countenance whgp he ſurpriſed them 
be together, 
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together, and the entire ſuppreſſion. 
of his name in her firſt narrative re- 
lating to herſelf, all concurred to 
fill him with ſuſpicions, and all 
combined to induce him to think, 
that Jack might not, poſſibly, have 
deviated from the truth in what he 
had advanced about her, notwith- 
ſtanding the freedom of his aſſer- 
tions. — With that freedom, in- 
deed, Wyndham was very much 
ſhocked ; becauſe every man of ho- 
nour ought, in his opinion, to treat 
a woman with delicacy and good 
manners, whoſe reputation was only 
diſputable, who was not abſolutely” 
in a ſtate of delinquency from vir- 
tue. | 


On further reflection, he thought 
he had no buſineſs to quarrel with his 
rival about a girl who, though he 
wiſhed to find her innocent, had not 

con- 
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conducted herſelf, according to his 
ideas of diſcretion, 1 in an — 


able manner. 
Wyndham, from bia firſt inter- 


upon ber as a fine young creature, 
who might be conducive to his hap- 


pineſs; but had he been really cer- 


tain of that virtue. which he, un- 


juſtly, ſuſpected, he could not have 


entertained” any hopes of marrying 


had often declared that he would, 
with the utmoſt ſeverity, puniſh. any 
child who ſhould dare to diſoblige 


him in the important article of ma- 


trimony.——TFheſe conſiderations, 


added to thoſe already mentioned, 
greatly tended to moderate his re- 


ſentment, and to keep it within 


_ bounds. 
| * He 


view with Miſs Hyde, had looked 


her during the life of his father, who 
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He was, therefore, . ſilent, though 
by no means ſatisfied with Wilks's 
behaviour; and ſo diſſatisſied alſo 
with Myra's, that he almoſt came to 
a reſolution not to beſtow 2 
thought upon her. 

They both left Mrs. Bodely at * 
ſame time, but went different ways. 

Wyndham, recollecting the love- 
lineſs of her figure, the ſpeaking ſen- 
ſibility in her eyes, and the-modeſty 
of her whole appearance, was car- 
ried by an irreſiſtible impulſe to Mr, 
Hyde's. 

The ſervant, in anſwer to his en- 
quiries after her, told him, that the 
ſaw nobody, becauſe his maſter was 
ſo bad; „not even Mr. Bond,” add- 
ed he, of his own accord, having 
heard his maſter declare, that ſhe ne- 
ver ſhould come home, till ſhe had 


agreed to receive Bond as a lover. 
This 
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This, reply, joined to Wilks's 
mention of Myra, and the great im- 
probability of his ever getting her 

upon the only terms he could offer, 
as he naturally concluded that her 
acceptance of Bond's propoſals was 
merely. to facilitate her affair with 
Jack, extremely chagrined him; and 
he departed; leſs contented than he 
had ever been in his life, heartily 
wiſhing, that he could. orally, forget 
her. 

While 105 was 1 to 7 
face the impreſſion which ſhe had 
made upon his heart, ſbe was cloſely 
attending her ſick, father, who grew, 
hourly, worſe and worſe ; and, af- 
ter about a fortnight's confinement 
to his bed, died, leaving his daugh- 
ter no more than twelve hundred 


pounds, the ſums ariſing from the 
ſale 


1 
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fale of the furniture, &c. Kc. in- 
cluded. 

Wilks, to whom Myra had con- 
ſtantly denied herſelf, during her fa- 
ther's illneſs, appeared with his uſual 


eaſy, aſſured air, among thoſe who | 


came to pay her the compliments of 
condolance. 

He was received with great cool 
neſs; but as he had no idea of being 
diſguſted at any kind of reſerve in a 
fine woman, he behaved exactly in 
his old ſtyle, juſt as he behaved to 
her before ſhe left her father's houſe: 
conjecturing, that it did not ſignify 
a ſtraw whether ſhe married Bond, 
or any other man, as he was certain 
of being agreeable to her; and firm- 
ly believed, that the generous prin- 
ciples of Liberty, which he had i in- 
fuled into her mind, would prevent 
her from ſubmitting to any embargo i 

„„ F upon 
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upon her perſon, Thinking, how- . 
ever, that ſhe might, poſſibly, not 


chuſe to make a full diſoovery of 


thoſe principles before eompany, he 
took an early opportunity to call up- 
on her, when there was no ſmall 
probability of her being by herſelf. 
He made a right calculation of the 
time, and was admitted. 
Myra, well knowing that the 
could not keep the houſe ſhe was in, 
nor indeed any other houſe with her 


fortune, as the intereſt ariſing from 
it would not even pay for her board 


and cloaths, had been confidering by 
what means ſhe ſhould ſupport, with 
tolerable ſpirit, the appearance of a 


gentlewoman with it. After much 


rumination, ſhe thought that ſhe 
ſhould take the moſt prudent ſtep, 
by offering herſelf as a companion to 


7 7 of character and fortune. 
Pride, 
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pride, at firſt, made ſome reſiſtance, 
as 2 campamion had always appeared 
to her rather in a contemptible light; 
but pride ſoon yielded to diſcretion, 
and ſhe reſolved to perform that part 
in the drama of life with the beſt 
grace in her power: not without 
flattering herſelf with hopes that ſhe 
might, by mixing more immediately 
among people of faſhion, attract the 
notice of a man, equally; worthy of 
her attention, in a lucrative ſenſe, 
with Bond, of whom ſhe would 
gladly have accepted, on being left 
in ſo ſmall a way, in ſpite of all her 
prepoſſeſſion in favour of Wyndham, 
at whoſe long abſence ſhe began, 
indeed, to be ſomewhat ſurpriſed,— * 
not to ſay concerned. : 
In this train of thinking, and with 
theſe reſolutions, Wilks found her. 
She had intended to diſcontinue her 
Fa acquain- 
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acquaintance with him, which could 
not, indeed, be diſcreetly kept up in 
her new ſtyle of life; but ſhe ſaw 
not the neceſſity of quarrelling with 
him, if he did not renew the ſubject 
which had given her before ſo much 


offence. 
To prevent the repetition of his 


en, ſhe told him, that ſhe ſhould 

foon leave her houſe. 

168 What! for old Bond's 72 ſaid | 
be. 

at FAR indeed 2 that of the 

2 firſt; agreeable friend, who. likes 

6 my company well enough to give 

me my board.” _ 

„Well faid,” replied he; 6a but 

cs yet, my dear girl, there is ſome- 

cc thing ſo diametrically oppolite to 
« independence, in the bare idea of 

one woman's being ſupported by 


« 4 laviſh ſubmiſſion to the hu- 
6 mours 


. ALY REES 
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% mours of another, that you had 


« better, I think, put yourſelf un⸗ 
« der the protection of ſome of us 
« honeſt fellows, who ſhall conſider 
« ourſelves amply repaid for our ci- 
« yilities, by your condeſcending to 
« accept of them: you will, by ſo 
© doing, be furniſhed with every 
« thing agreeably to your wiſhes, 
« and at the ſame time enjoy that 
« invaluable bleſſing, Liberty, with- 
« out which, life is a very PIO 1 | 
« fair. f 
Myra, whoſe eyes had been for 
ſome time opened with regard to her 
preſent viſiter's principles, and who 
had only reſtrained herſelf from 
ſhewing her diſapprobation of them, 
till ſhe found a proper opportunity, 
now told him at once, that as their 
opinions were ſo extremely different, 
afarther acquaintance between them 
F'y could 
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could beattendedwith no ſatisfaction 
on either ſide; and that, as ſhe was 
on the point of quitting her houſe, 
the withed they might be rangers: to 
each other far the future. { 

"Wilks; ſurpriſed at the abrapeneſs 
of this unexpected reply, fain would 
have argued the matter with her, aſ- 
ſuring her, that if ſhe differed from 
him in her ſentiments, it was merely 
for want of being better acquainted 
with the world; and that by ad- 
hering to thoſe narrow notions in fa- 
vour of a dependent ſtate, ſhe would 
certainly draw herſelf into a difa- 
.greeable dilemma : adding, that'we 


were all born free, and had, un- 


doubtedly, a right to be ſo; but 
that, if people choſe ta give up their 
liberty for nothing, oP" _ take 
wit ere 4 


A up 
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A rap at the door, prognoſticating 
the entrance of another viſiter, made 
Jack, who had already received his 
final diſmiſſion, ae vp 5 hat in 4 
hurry. 171103 
Not a creature an in in 
quence of the rap. Jack, however, 
thought proper to take his leave of 
Myra ; but not without re- aſſuring 
her, that ſhe would ſeverely repent 
of what ſhe was about, and that he 
ſhould ſtill be ready to aſſiſt her, if 
ſhe would employ him in her ſer» 
Vice. 

— very well pleaſed, at that 
time, with his departure, ſat a few 
minutes, expecting to ſee the perſon 
who had knocked at the door, come 
into the parlour. _ 2 
Finding herſelf Miah, ſhe 

touched the bell, and, upon enquirys 

t heard 


* 1 


heard that Mr. Wyndham had made 
his appearance. 
Wyndham, not having been able 
to conquer his deſire to ſee her, came 
to make her a viſit; but on being in- 
formed, when he aſked if he was a- 
lone, that nobody but Mr. Wilks 
was with her, he concluded, that as 
Wilks was ſtill the favoured lover, he 
would, probably, continue to be ſo, 
and that any endeavours on his ſide 
to ſupplant him, would be, conſe- 
quently, fruitleſs; and, 'therefore; 
went away immediagely; intending 
never to return. BLOC] vin (0.89 7479 
. He was, in a ſhort time, more 
. in that reſolution, from a 
converſation —_ bis has n * 
father. 50 
Mrs. Liſter: was not one viſe thok 
Females; who love and hate with 
Iukewarmneſs and diſcretion. When 
ſhe 
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ſhe had once taken a fanoy to peo—-— 
ple, ſhe: could never haue enough of 
their company; hut when, upon 
any ſudden change, ſhe grew diſguſt» 
ed with them, ſhe not only broke off 
all acquaintance with them, but 
ſtrove alſo to render them odious to 
the, whole world. Myra's con- 
duct, according to the light in which 
ſhe viewed it, had given her fo much 
offence, that ſhe wrote a long and 
circumſtantial account of it to Colo» 
nel Wyndham. ; letting him know, 
that her intelligence was only to put 
him upon his guard, as his ſon, to 
her great concern, had met Myru at 
her houſe, in which; however, he 
ſhould never be ſeen again, and had 
appeared to be extremely charmed 
with her, as ens e 4 
promiſing exterior.) | . 
I N D Nes 0 1 


756 HISTORY 6 


After the p. perutat of this letter, the 
BK s Ton, that he muſt 
think no more of Myra Hyde for a 
wife, unleſs he choſe 8 00 be eut off 
with a anling- Nor, indeed,“ 
added he, ** can T forgive your tak- 
ve ing her for a miſtreſs, as T have 
Gr: choſen A lady for you, to whom 

% you can make no reaſonable 
te objection; but ſhe will be enabled 


En an inanſwerable objection 
2 


*©to you, if you previouſly enter in- 
dc any engagements of an illegal 
« nature : for a man, who keeps a 
« miſtreſs after marriage, affronts 
Ie his wife in a manner yy _ to 


edn 


** be pardoned.” 

Wyndham, who had himſelf ob- 
ferved ſomething very wrong in My- 
ra's conduct, thought her by no 
means proper for his wife; yet, he 
could not ſo totally diveſt himſelf of 
the 
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the prejudices | he had felt in * 2 
vour, as not to with that both he and 
the had. been, differently ſituated : 
not having yet. -ſecn a woman ſo cap- 
tivating in hs eyes before. As his 


reaſon, however, could not approve 
of the choice of his heart, he pru- 
diently reſolved to follow his father's 


injunctions, and, if poſſible, forget 
her. 

While bh was \b determining, 
though his reſolutions were attended 
with many painful ſenſations, Myra, 
finding herſelf deſerted by him, ap- 
plied to all thoſe ladies, alternately, 
Mrs. Liſter excepted, who had pro- 
feſſed a friendſhip for her while her 
father lived, intreating them tien - 
quire among their friends for a tady, 
who wanted a young perſon, who 
had been genteely educated, to re- 
_ with her as a companion. 

F 6 They 
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They all expreſſed the greateſt ſur- 
- eib. her thinking of any thing fo 
- mean; ſo oui of the may, ſo vaſtly odd. 
They could not have imagined, from 
her father's manner of living, and 
her appearance, but that ſhe would 
have had a very handſome fortune, 
or, at leaſt, a genteel ſufficiency, 
without becoming. burdenſome to o- 
thers. Since ſhe was ſo circum- 
ſtanced, however, they would, as 
ſoon as they could recover from theit 
prodigious ſurpriſe, enquire. 
But there is really nothing upon 
earth ſo. hazardous, as a recom- 


« mendation of this kind; pco- 
„ ple in general are ſo hard to 


«+, pleaſe. If the perſon. ſhould 
% not anſwer in every reſpect. the 
„character we have given, we ſhall 
be cenſured as deficient in judg- 
ment, mann. of partiality, or 


«6 pro- 
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„ ptonounced to have been miſin- 
formed about the temper and ta- 
« lents of her, of whom we had 
« thought too favourably Things 
« of'-this ſort frequently oocaſſon 
« miſunderſtandings among the beſt 
* people; and we have known ſe- 
10 veral friendſhips of a long ſtand- 
ing, broken off by the flattering 
©: characters of ſervants, who habe 
e not turned out agreeably to the 
« expect itions formed about them. 
Myra, hoſe pride was conſider- 
ably hurt by the degrading treatment 
which ſhe received from̃ thoſe; to 
whom the applied for their aſſiſ- 
tance; thanked her very good friends 
ſeparately, for the inconveniences 
they had thought of putting them- 
ſelves to on her account, and told 
them, at the ſame time, that ſhe 
would give them no farther trouble, 
172i 20 as 
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as the believed that ſne ſhould meet 
with. more ſuoceſs in, another way, 
Which had occurred to her mind. 
- (Fe coolneſe and ſteadineſs of hor 
behaviour, immediately turned the 
tables in her favour.. 

It is an old, but not, therefore, a 
leſs juſt obſervation, that the world 
will belp you, if you will help your- 
ſelf z and Myra experienced the 
truth of it. All thoſe, who, appear 
ed:{o doubtful concerning their abili- 
ties: to ſerve her; when ſhe ſeemed 
diſtreſſed for want of their aſſiſtance, 
imagined, from the dignity and com- 
poſure with which ſhe declined their 
ſervices, that the was, really, not ſo 
neceſſitated as the looked to be; and, 
conſequently, became very deſirous 
of being uſeful to her the moment 
they apprehended ſhe could do with- 
out chem. But feeling her reſent- 
wy ment 
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merit riſe at them, for having ſo 
groſsly dĩſebvered their attachment 
to appearances, recollecting what 
Wilks had ſaid to her concerning a 
and beginning to fear that rleir re- 
commendations might do her more 
hurt than good, ſhe coolty told them 
that ſhe had really changed her plan, 


and begged” them to Wift che con- 


verſition. © t 1 to 2 

When the Herd: of unmeaning 
pools had left her, the reflections 
on their altered behaviour to her; on 


the alteration in her circumſtances, 


added to thoſe oecaſioned by Wynd- 


ham's deſertion, threw her into 
ſuch a fit of weepihg, that ſhe cvuld 
not, in a great while, compoſe her- 
ſelf. But, as ſoon as ſhe grew calm, 
ſhe determined, in order to avoid 
laying herſelf under obligations to 

any 
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any body, to advertiſe for the place 
which would, ſhe fancied, be the 
moſt- ſuitable to her taſte. She 
then i diſpoſed of her furniture, &c. 
&. took ready furniſhed lodgings, 
and removed to them, intending, to 
oecupy them till ſhe could hear of a a 
more eligible ſituation. N 
Her female friends, however, 1 
tenhevikg been deſired not to inter- 
fere in affairs, induſtriouſly informed 
their antimates, and through them 
the whole town, that Myra Hyde's 
narrow income obliged. her to put 
herſelf almoſt upon a footing with a 
common ſervant.—— We never 
% could have believed, that a girl 
cho had kept good company, 
tc dreſſed well, and held up her head 
© ſo high, would ever have con- 
c deſcended to any thing fo low— 
It muſt be, certainly, very mor- 
Nan « tifying 
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„ tifying te a git, he hab been 
«treated Hk gentle woman, to 
« wait on others, inſtead of being 
« waited on herſelf. But we 
« commend her for it. It is vaſtly 
better, than going upon the ſtage, 
« or the town, as girls; in ſuch ſitu- 
« ations, generally do. For our 
ce parts, if we had met with ſuch a 
« dreadful change in our affairs, we 
« ſhould inevitably have ſank under 
* it. But ſome people, indeed; 
have a prodigious deal of courage, 
and can face any thing. —Nay, 
« we commend her for it; we only 
% ſay, that we could never have 
«© ſupported ſuch a degradation. 
With this ſort of language, the 

almoſt invariable language of mo- 

dern friendſhip, was Myra mention- 

ed from houſe to houſe, hy a pack 
of tattling, - falſe-hearted.: females, 
oP: who 
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who were of the greateſt diſſervice to 
her, by their impertinent pity, and 
occaſioned a thouſand enquiries into 
her conduct and ſituation, , which 
might have eſcaped inſpection. Her 
departure from her father's houſe, 
was the only indiſcretion. which 
could be, on the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny in- 
to her character, faſtened upon her; 
but that indiſeretion was now diſ- 
played in ſuch glaring colours, and 
created ſo many injurious ſuſpicions 
in the minds of thoſe, who would 
not have been diſpleaſed to have had 
A well educated girl about them, 
that not a woman, who knew any 
thing concerning her, would admit 
her into her family: ſo that ſhe be- 
came almoſt deſpairing of ſucceſs. 
Perceiving, with the greateſt anxi- 
ety, the intereſt ariſing from her 
little fortune daily decreaſe, ſhe be- 
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gan to fear that ſhe ſhould'break- into 
her capital, nns Iced n 

Under theſe apprehenſions, ſhe re- 
ceived a letter in anſwer to her ad- 
vertiſement, 'defiring her to come to 
a houſe near Burlington- ſtreet, be- 
tween twelve and one the next 
day. © 

While we Prey 80 to e 
though with no ſmall terror upon her 
ſpirits, to ſubmit her perſon and be - 
haviour to the examination of a 
ſtranger, we will return to _ 
Wilks: + 
Jack, for ſome on — 
me favourite of the lady, to wham 
he had been introduced with ſo 
much ſecrecy, and, nbtwithſtand= 
ing his violent attachment to Libor - 
ty, had very near as ſtrong à pen 
chant' to her perſon and her purſes 


8500 too, was not leſs ſatisfied: with 
him ; 
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im; but the I engidulnéfe of her 
conduct roſe to ſuch à height, that 
it could no longer be concealed. 
She was ſhunned and lighted by 
thoſe of heracquaintance, who had, 
before © her immoral connections, 
been moſt eager to viſit her; and 
ſoon found, that ſhe muſt either ap- 
pear in public with women of very 
indifferent characters, or fit at home 
by herſelf. To remove theſe morti- 
fications, ſhe reſolved to avail her- 
ſelf of a thought, which darted in- 
to her mind. A return to her huſ- 
band, ſhe could not poſhbly think 
of, if - ſhe had liked him ever fo 
much, as he was not only thorough- 
Iy acquainted with all her indiſcre- 
tions, and guilty of too many him- 
ſelf, to facilitate a reconciliation. 
Her ſcheme, therefore, was to pre- 
* on her huſband to ſue for a di- 
vorce 3 
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vorce 3 imagininn..: that he would 
not be diſpleaſed with ſuch a ſcheme, 
as he would, by the accompliſhment 
of it, be at liberty to diſpoſe of him. 
ſelf agreeably to his own fancy; and 
that ſhe ſhould, by giving her hand 
to Wilks, when releaſed from her 
conjugal engagement, recover her 
character, and regain. the good-opi- 
nion of every body : having obſerved, 
that ſeveral women, whole lives had 
been notoriouſly flagitious, became 
quite new creatures, by. marrying 
their, aſſociates in adultery, and were: 
received on a very paſſe potn | 
Ing. eye ret 

Eager to. Gn again id A chas 
rater, cleared of all the impurities. 
which obſtructed her appearance in, 
the reputable world, ſhe made hes 
above b poſel t to her huſband. 
Luckily 
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Luckiby, he, at that very juncture, 
having gained the heart of a very fine 
girl. who was at her on diſpoſal, 
and only ſighed at the thoughts of : 
his being already married, fell moſt 
readily into her ſcheme, and mads 
all the neceſſary preparations for a di- 
vorce, as the time for the tranſaction 
of ſuch important buſineſs approach -· 
The lady, having ſo far carried 
her point, had not the ſmalleſt 
doubt of accompliſhing the matri- 
monial part of her deſign with all 
imaginable eaſe. She, therefore, 
determined to mention it to her 
dear Jack, the firſt ne ſhe 
Had, 
Accordingly, when ſhe * into 
his arms at their next meeting, ſhe 
ſaid, Receive your wife, my deat 
« friend, for I ſhall ſoon be ſo.“ 
66 My 
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«© My wife ” replied Wilks, ftart- 


ing back, what a word have'you 


« conjured up? à bug-bear, -a'hob- 
« oobling, to fright me from your 
% embraces. - Pr'ythee, child, let 
« us have no more of that dull non- 
« ſenſe.“ 1 1 

* Nonſenſe! Me. Wilks,” — 
ſne, reddening, not a little offended 
at his behaviour. You will, 1 
„believe, find a great deal of 
te ſprightly ſenſe in the poſſeſſion of 
ſo large a part of my fortune, as 
* muſt be neceſſarily allowed me, 
«* when the divorce between Mr. 
© C---— and me is finiſhed, which 
« will ie my marriage 2 | 
cc you.” 

With me!” faid Wilks, with 
a look of the moſt mortifying- con- 
tempt, accompanied with a long 
whiſtle, % h — —w, 

=. « child, 
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« child, what in the devil's name do 
you ſee in me, to make you ſup- 
e poſe, that I ſhould marry my 
4 W—e? 

At the ents of this unex ped 
ed ſpeech, which contained ſuch a 
ſting in it, ſhe loſt all power over 
her paſſions, and flew into ſuch a 
rage, that it may be juſtly ſaid to 
have © beggared all deſcription.” 
- +Shocked at her plot againſt his Li- 
berty, he endeavoured to bring her 
to herſelf, only by means which ap- 
peared rather irritating than molli- 
fying; for he aſſured her, that how- 
ever looſe and abandoned ſhe might 
imagine him to be in his principles, 
from the irregularity of his conduct, 
he had too juſt a ſenſe of honour, to 
marry the woman who had violated 
her marriage vows... 80 dear to 


„ me. is Liberty,“ continued he, 
' 4 that 
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« that precious gift of heaven, to 
my foul, that I would not marry 


« a veſtal in purity, nor an empreſs 


* in rank. And, can you poſſibly 
« conceive that I ſhould deſcend fo 
« low, that I ſhould become fo 
„mean, ſo deſpicably abject, as to 
« call that animal wife, who has fo 
« baſely diſhonoured her huſband's 
« bed? No, Madam ; let me periſh 
« firſt! You are a fine noble- 


« ſpirited creature, in a high form; 


« and I admired you, becauſe you 
« freely enjoyed the careſſes of the 
% man you loved, without being 
„ ſhackled by any laws, human or 
« divine; but when I think of 
your wiſhing to enſlave that man, 
eto fetter him for life, to marry 
him to a ſtrumpet, 


a2—1 


* H——ns! my blood boils at ſuch 
* a ſcandalous indignity ! 


G 


No, 


VoI. I. « Madam! 
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«« Madam! I ſcorn to act ſo con- 
« temptible a part. I have ſome- 
«-trmes, it is true, been hurried a- 
«| way by my rebellious paſſions be- 
«« yond the bounds of diſcretion, 
« without having ſtrength enough to 
«ſtop them in the midſt of their ca- 
reer: I have been prompted by 
the ardor of youth, and the vigour 
««-of health, to purſue pleaſures, 
« which I afterwards remembered 
« with penitence ; and to be con- 
« cerned in actions, which I fin- 
«« cerely-condemned on a retroſpect 
of them: but never can I, while 
« my ſenſes are unimpaired, coolly 
and deliberately take poſſeſſion of 
„ another man's property, by mar- 
« rying the woman who has com- 
«« mitted the greateſt of all. crimes, 
« that is, adultery, in order to pave 


« the way for a ſanction to her lewd- 
| | E « nels. 
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« neſs, Can 1 believe, that ſhe 
«© who has been falſe to her huſband; 
« will ever be conſtant to me? 
« No man loves a fine woman better 
« than myſelf; but the fineſt 
« woman in the univerſe, loaded. 
« with infamy, with a battered per- 


„ fon, and with bad principles, may 
as well think of making me an 


e hermaphrodite, as of uniting me 
* to her by indiſſoluble ties. Look 


« out, therefore, child, for ſome- 
* body more likely to be gulled ; 
* and if you muſt be abſurd enough 
* to forge chains only to break 
them, try to get ſome fool or 
* knave into your power, for the 
man muſt certainly be either one 
e or the other, who ſells himſelf, 
body and ſoul, to the devil, for a 
* miſerable ſubfiſtence on the ſettle- 
ment of a wife.“ 

G 2 During 
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124 


During this ſpeech, the perſon to | 
whom it was addreſſed was prevent- iſ 


ed from interrupting him, by the 
ſwells of paſſion, which almoſt 


choaked her.—Finding herſelf able, 
however, at the concluſion of it to 
articulate her feelings, ſhe, after a I 


volley of lighter complaints than 
could have been expected, thus pro- 
ceeded: And ſo, Sir, you 
« really admire my ſpirit, in chuſing 
«ſuch a villain as yourſelf, to over- 
„ whelm me with the remembrance 
Jof my liberality; though you, at 
6c the ſame time, upbraid me for 
« having injured my huſband : as if 
eit were poſſible to ſuppoſe, that 
“ the favours laviſhed on you, made 
« me leſs criminal, than thoſc 
« ſhared with any other perſon.— 
*« But you have taught me, notwith- 


« ſtanding the monſtrous inſolence 
« of 
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of your behaviour, one thing never 
to be forgotten, that a miſtaken 
love of Liberty muſt degenerate 
into licentiouſneſs 5 and that your 
ridiculous, and at preſent moſt 
unſeaſonable paſſion for freedom, 
can neither be rational nor laude 
able, as it prompts you to perfiſt 
in ruining your own fortune, and 
my reputation.“ 18 
« Faith, Madam,” replied Jack; 
do not imagine, that either the 
firſt or the laſt will ever be much 
mended ; for my finances will ne- 
ver, I believe, be in a flouriſhing | 
condition, and your character, I 
apprehend, is like the complex- 
ion of a blackmoor, never to be 
whitened : and fo I leave you, to 
make the moſt of it; and that you 
may leave me as free as you found 

me,—there—(tofling a purſe into 
G 3 « her 
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* her lap) is part of my wages, the 
« reſt you have had out of me in 
c pleaſure.” 

Then, taking up his hat, he ſoon 
found his way out of a houſe, into 

which he never more deſigned to 
enter. rs 

When Jack had thus ballanced 
accounts with his conſcience, he had 
a very ſmall ſum left ; but as he had 

been, ſeveral times, ſucceſsful at 
pie, he was not without hopes of 
e; his pockets. 

Soon after the above ſpirited in- 
terview between ſack and his female 
friend, Myra, according to her ap- 
pointment, waited on the lady near 
Burlington-ſtreet. 

When ſhe came to the door, and 
informed the ſervant, who opened it, 
of her buſineſs, he defired her to 


walk 


y 
2 
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walk in and ſit down in the e | 
till his lady was ſtirring... 

Myra was, at firſt, very 1 
hurt on being obliged to appear in 
the light of a dependent, and ex- 
tremely diſconcerted at having miſ- 
taken the hour through inattention; 
but on re- peruſing the letter which 
ſhe had received, and caſting her 
eyes on a little dial that ſtood over 
the chimney in an ornamented caſe, 
ſhe found herſelf rather later than 
the time fixed upon. However, 
as ſhe was to wait, ſhe employed 
herſelf in examining the room and 
furniture; the former was light and 
ſpacious, the latter both rich and 
elegant. 

When ſhe had fully ſatisfied her 
curioſity, and had re- ſeated herſelf 


by the fire, the door opened. + + 
G 4 A tall 
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A tall well-made man came in, 
but ſeeing er riſe at his entrance, 
deſired that he might not diſturb 
her, and immediately went out of 
the room. 
Soon afterwards the ſervant re- 
turned, to let her know that his lady 
was ready to ſee her. 

She followed him into her dreſſ. 
ing- room with a diffidence, which 


made her appear doubly graceful in 


the eyes of the perſon whom ſhe, at 
that moment, wiſhed to pleaſe. 
Mrs. Catton, —the lady to whom 
ſhe was introduced, -was a very fine 
woman, about  eight-and-twenty or 
thirty, with a majeſtic air, yet with 
manners ſo engaging, that Myra was 
greatly prepoſſeſſed in her favour, 
though ſhe was quite in an undreſs; 
for which ſhe made a polite apolo- 


gy, ſaying, that ſhe was not willing 
| to 
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to keep her waiting; and adding, 
that as ſhe had every thing to expect 
from her appearance, ſhe hoped they 
ſhould ſoon be no longer ſtrangers to 
each other, but always ready to meet 
in any dreſs, and in any ſituation, 

Myra, pleaſed with the frankneſs 
and eaſe of her behaviour, as well as 
with the little compliments ſhe had 
paid to her, made the moſt abliging 
reply ſhe could think of. TEN 

The two ladies being nt ſatiſ- 
fied with each other, an agreement 
was ſoon ſtruck up between them... 
Sit down, my dear Miſs Hyde,“ 
laid Mrs. Catton, „and take your 
*« breakfaſt with me: J ſhall only 
« conſent to part with you, while 
you give the neceflary orders for 
* the removal of your things to my 
* houſe; we ſhall then, I hope, be 
** inſeparable companions;” 


G 5 Myra 


130 HISTORY OF 
Myra expreſſed, what ſhe really 
felt, great pleaſure at fo obliging a 
reception; and, in a few hours, 
commodiouſly diſpoſed of her cloaths 
in a genteel apartment * 
to her uſe. | 

+ Mrs. Catton was a married wo- 
man, gay, well-bred, and agree- 
able; and ſoon ingratiated herſelf 
with the unſuſpecting Myra, who, 
having no ill intentions, harboured 
no ſuſpicions againſt thoſe. who fell 
in her way. She made all the en- 
quiries ſhe could, however, in the 
ſhort time allowed her, about the 
lady with whom ſhe was going to 
live; but heard only, in general, 
that Mr. Catton was a man of for- 
tune, that his wife was a very hand- 
ſome woman, that they lived as ſuch 
people commonly do, kept a great 
deal of company, drefled, played, 


and 
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and ſpared no pan for their _ 
ſures. 137 BAG eig AN 

For two days, Myra was quit 
ſatisfied with her ſituation. 

Towards the cleſe of the fecond” 
day, and not till then, Mr. Catton 
appeared, and behaved in the politeſt 
manner to her; and Mrs. Catton pre- 
ſented ſeveral ornamental trifles to 
her, that ſne might figure in a more 


advantageous” light with her at the 


play the following evening, for which 
ſhe had ſecured de in one of the 
ſide-boxes. . 

Myra had juſt changed Wee 
ing for her father, and extremely 
became the dreſs ſhe put on to ac- 
company Mrs. Catton to the houſe. 

They came to their ſeats a few 
moments after the munen of 
the curtain. 
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The appearance of two fine wo- 
men, naturally attracted every body's 
eyes. Myra, though not leſs ſenſible 
of admiration than her companion, 
was leſs flattered by the attention 
which her preſence occaſioned, than 
ever ſhe had been in her life ; for 
there was a ſtaring freedom, cloſely 
bordering upon impudence, in the 
looks of the men, which ſhe had ne- 
ver obſerved before, in any place and 
upon any occaſion, and which al- 
moſt put her out of countenance, 
Thoſe looks were attended with 
winks, nods, and fleers, all round 
the houſe, the meaning of which ſhe 
could not poſſibly comprehend :— 
they were beyond her comprehen- 
fion ; but they ſtrangely diſconcert- 
ed her. 

Mrs. Catton paid no regard to the 


behaviour which ſhocked her new 
| com- 
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companion ſo much, but talked and 


laughed almoſt as loudly as the play- 2 


ers; by ſo doing, ſhe added conſider- 
ably to Myra's diſtreſs: for Myra 
thought, that by ſo talking and ſo. , 
laughing, ſhe ſhewed an improper 
inattention to the entertainment of 
the evening; and was certain, that 
her behaviour drew the obſervation 
of the whole audience upon them. 
She, therefore, in order to remedy a 
grievance which began to be hardly 
ſupportable, affected not to liſten ta 
Mrs. Catton, and tried to fix her at- 
tention upon what was paſſing on the 
| ſtage, | 
Turning her head accidentally, 
while ſhe was ſo employed, on hear- 
ing a little noiſe behind her, who 
ſhould ſhe behold, leaning over the 
next box, with his eyes full on her, 
but Mr, Wyndham, whom ſhe had 


not 


** — 
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not ſeen from enn of her father's 
death. _ | 

A bluſh of ſurpriſe and conſcious 
terror crimfoned her fair face in a 
moment, white ſhe returned a very 
ſerious bow which he made her. 
| Before ſlie could recover herſelf, 
Mrs. Catton cried out in a voice loud 
enough to be heard by him, «© My 
* dear Myra, who is that pretty 

young fellow?“ 

Shocked at ſuch a queſtion, in ſo 
public a manner, and addreſſed to 
her, who had been the whole even- 
ing marked out for public obſerva- 
tion, ſne knew not what reply to 
make. Calling, therefore, her 
fan to her aſſiſtance, ſhe whiſpered 
behind it, while it concealed her in- 
creaſing confuſion, I will tell you 
* 5 and «A GA, 


When 


JACK WILKS. 175 
When the play was over, Myra, 
very naturally imagining that Wynd- 
ham would take that opportunity to 
ſpeak to her, was very much ſur- 
priſe to find that he ſtill kept his 
ſeat ; and even, when they went out 
of their box, made no effort to come 
after them. | 

More perplexed than ever at a be- 
haviour ſo new and ſo unexpected, 
ſhe was following Mrs. Catton flow 
ly along the paſſage, when Jack 
Wilks, and another young fellow, 
met them. 

Jack, taking hold of the firſt- 
mentioned lady, and looking full in 
her face, cried, © Hold, — by gad1I 
© am in the wrong box: I had like 
to have made a ſeizure of the moſt 
* inveterate enemy to Liberty in the 
e three kingdoms. No,—no,— 


* I have had enough of her :—but 
« what! 
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what! my little Myra, have yo, 
been converted by a woman with 
« ſuch diabolical principles ?—Plea- 
ſure forbid. ——But.be it how it 
« will, my dear, I will reſcue thee 
from ſuch a precious quent in 
2 « petticoats,” | 
Then, ſeizing Myra's hand, he 

was pulling her along with him,— 
when the rudeneſs of his attack, add- 
ed to her ſurprize, and the compli- 
cated anxiety which ſhe had endured 
from the moment ſhe appeared in 
the ſide-box, overpowered her ſpi- 
rits, and ſhe fainted into Wyndham's 
arms, who had followed them cloſe» 
ly, with a defign only to make re- 
marks; and, by ſo Wee ſaved her 
from falling. 

Myra, however, * but a 
very ſhort time in her fainting fit. 


Opening her eyes, ſeeing the crowd 
and 


c 


„ 
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and buſtle about her, and ſeeing. 
Wilks till apparently ready to carry 
her off, ſhe looked up, terrified, to 
Wyndham, for protection. Oh 
« Sir,” ſaid ſhe, in accents. ſcarce 
intelligible, through ſhame, through 
fear, ** ſave me, ſave me from thoſe. 
« people” ——{caſting the wildeſt, 
glances at Wilks.) F MY 

Wyndham, animated by the re- 
turn of all his former inclination for 
her, and urged by the tendereſt com 
paſſion, preſſed her cloſe to his bo- 
ſom, by way of aſſuring her of his 
interpoſition in her favour, and re- 
| plied, (tranſported at her having re- 
queſted it) “ will not leave you, 
but in a place of ſafety.” 

She then looked round for Mrs. 
Catton, who was ready to go to her 
coach, conducted by a ſtranger who 
had offered his aſſiſtance. The 

| ſtranger 
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ſtranger telling Wyndham, he muſt 
follow that lady, gave her his arm to 
reſt upon, as ſhe was 2 able to 
ſupport herſelf. 

Wilks, who had ſtarted back at 
Wyndham' s advancing with Myra, 
and whom all this buſtle had ſome- 
what reſtored to his ſenſes cried, as 
ſhe paſſed, O ho! it ſeems, then, 
« my little Myra is become part of 
1 that chaſte gentlewoman's family, 
that foe to freedom, who wants a 
.« huſband for a flave ! But let me 
give you a piece of advice, my 
dear: get out of her reach as ſoon 
© as you can; for I am well aſſured, 
« from woeful experience, that ſhe 
« will play the devil with you.” 

Poor Myra hung her head, bluſh- 
ing exceſſively at this treatment. 
Wyndham looked, what he did not 
chuſe to ay, to Wilks, for ſeveral 


rea- 
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reaſons ; at laſt he got her to the 
coach, lifted her in, and, in conſe- 
quence of an invitation from Mrs. 
Catton, placed himſelf by her ſide. 
Myra ſoon recovered herſelf, juſt 


enough to thank him for his care of 


her, and then remained ſilent the reſt 


of the way; and the owner of the 
carriage ſtrove to entertain him by a 
multitude of lively ſpeeches, and not 
injudicious remarks on the perfor- 
mance and the company. 

When they ſtopped at her houſe, 
he aſſiſted them both in getting out 
of the coach; but ſeeing Myra ſtill 
pale, trembling, and dejected, re- 


tuſed to ſtep in and take a bit of ſup- 


per, though earneſtly preſſed by her 


female friend. 


On taking leave, however, he 
begged her permiſſion to enquire af- 


ter Miſs Hyde's health in the morn- 


ing. 


—— — 
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ing. His requeſt being willingly 
and chearfully granted by Mrs, Cat- 
ton, he left her and Myra, who 
ſmiled her approbation in the ſweet- 
eſt manner, reſolving to find out, as 
ſoon as- poſſible, how the latter came 
to be ſo dangerouſly fituated with the 
former. 
When the two ladies were by 
themſelves, Mrs. Catton made uſe of 
ſuch warm expreſſions in praiſe of 
Wyndham, and diſcovered ſo ſtrong 
a defire to improve her acquaintance 
with him, that Myra's eyes began to 
be opened, and ſhe fancied ſhe ſaw 
ſomething very wrong in that lady's 
conduct; but as ſhe had, at that time, 
no ſpirits to enter into a converſation 
of ſo intereſting a nature, and, be- 
ſides, wanted to aſk Wyndham a few 
previous queſtions, ſhe put a ſtop to 


her encomiums, by declaring, that 
ſhe 
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ſhe had not recovered from her 
fright, and intreating her permiſſion 
to retire.. 

Mrs. Catton, after heving called 
her a poor, fearful, . low-ſpirited 
creature, ſuffered her to leave her. 

Myra could not cloſe her eyes all 
night, ſo much, ſo deeply did ſhe 
think on what had paſſed; nor did 
ever any body long more for the 
ſucceſs of a favourite deſign, than ſhe 
for the return of day, and Wynd- 
ham. She was, chiefly, afraid that 
ſhe ſhould not be able to ſpeak to 
him alone ; as it was very plain, that 
her friend was too well pleaſed with 
him, not to infiſt upon having her 
ſhare of his converſation. 

Fortune, however, proved her 
friend, contrary to her expectations. 

Wyndham, having the ſame ap- 
prehenſions, came ſooner than peo- 
| ple 


thing about her character. 
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ple uſually do to make a morning 
viſit, Mrs. Catton, therefore, who 
was never in a hurry to quit her pil- 
low, and who had no idea of ſo well- 
bred a man's imagining he ſhould 
find her at ſo early an hour, did not 
wake till ſome time after he had 
been. introduced to the parlour. 
Myra received him with an emo- 
tion, which it was not in her power 
to conceal. 
When the firſt enquiries after her 
health were over, ſhe; believing that 
ſhe had not a ſingle moment to loſe, 
after having again thanked him for 
the protection which he had afforded 
her, begged him, with the greateſt 
earneſtneſs, to tell her what he 
thought of the lady of the houſe, 
and to inform her, if he knew any 


The 
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The honeſt frankneſs of this in- 
treaty, and the eagerneſs with which 
ſhe delivered it, inſtantly diſperſed a 
crowd of doubtful ideas concerning 
Myra's reputation, which had, from 
his firſt meeting with her, rolled in 
his mind. * 

With a ſatisfaction, therefore, in 
his countenance, which the had ne- 
ver yet beheld, he cried, Is it poſ- 
e fible that Miſs Hyde can have 
© been in the houſe with Mrs. Cat- 
% ton, and have appeared with her 
jn public, and not know that ſhe ix 
ea lady with whom few, if anyof her 
“ own ſex will aſſociate, with whom 
* none, who. have any regard for 
e reputation, will appear ?——lt is. 
e believed, that {he will ſoon be di- 
* vorced from her huſband, as an 
affair has been diſcovered between 
« hey and Mr. Wilks, who, licen-, 


4 « tious 
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* tious as he is in his own carriage, 
« juſtly deſpiſes the lady for the in- 
« diſcreetneſs, not to uſe a harſher 
« word, of hers; as vice muſt ever 
be doubly odious in the fair ſex, 
* who are never truly beautiful, if 
te they are not virtuous.” 

© Gracious H n!“ ſaid Myra, 
ready to faint a ſecond time, Is it, 
« indeed, poſſible ? have I fallen in- 
* to ſuck hands ?—Butlindeed, in- 
ce deed, Sir,” continued ſhe, burſt- 
ing into tears, I am not, inten- 
« tionally, guilty of any fault, 
« though I have, I fancy, appeared 
* to you in a criminal light ever 
« ſince our firſt meeting at Mrs. Lil- 
e ter's: my conduct, however, has 
* been miſrepreſented to you ;—yet 
« I will not deny, but that my de- 
« fire of avoiding a marriage, which 
oy b never could ink of without diſ- 


6c guſt, 


Cc 


« ouſt, added to my ignorance of 
« the world, from which I have 
« brought upon myſelf ſo much ca- 
« lumny, threw me into ſituations 
« which, though really innocent, 
« appeared highly criminal in the 
« eyes of thoſe, better acquainted 
« with the world than I am.—But - 
« I am very ready to acknowledge 
« my errors; and if you can have 
« patience to liſten to me, I will re- 
% late all that has happened to me 
« ſince. my firſt wrong ſtep, my 
« departure from my father. A 
« ſtep to which Mr. Wilks excited 

© mms. A ſtep for which I ſhall 
«« ever condemn myſelf; as I ſhall, 
« I fear, have reaſon to repent « of it 
« as long as I live.“ 

| She then very accurately ac- 
quainted Mr. Wyndham with every 
thing that had paſſed, her ſenſations 
Vor. E H with 
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with regard to himſelf only except. 
ed, which ſhe very prudently ſup. 
prefſed. | 

Wyndham liſtened with the ut- 
moſt attention to her intereſting and 
affecting narrative, and was charmed 
with it; but at the conclafion of it 
found himſelf with a heart more ful 
of her than ever, ſtill leſs encou- 
raged to hope for happineſs with her 
in the way he withed for. It wa 
now impoſſible to think of her in an 
honourable light ; and her charac- 
ter could not, in his opinion, be re- 
trieved, but by the ſtricteſt attention 
to propriety in her conduct in a new 
fituation, if it was not irretrievable. 
However, as there was no room to 
ſuppoſe, from the frankneſs of her 
confeſſion, that her chaſtity, though 
naturally ſuſpected, had been ac- 


tually violated, he admired her for 
her 


her 3 concerning the behavi- 
our of Wilks, and for the coneern 
which ſhe diſcovered for having 
liſtened to his miſtaken and deſtruc- 
tive notions of Liberty, to which 
ſhe juſtly and fairly attributed her 
firſt deviations from filial obedience, 
and all her ſubſequent troubles and 
diſtreſſes: he admired her for her in- 
genuouſneſs ; and finding that ſhe 
really never had the leaſt intention 
to bring a ſtain upon a character, 
which, before her acquaintance with 
Wilks, had not received the flight- 
eſt blemiſh, pity and love, ſtrength- 
ened by each other, made him.car- 
neſtly urge her removal from the 
houſe ſhe was in. Eagerly prompt- 
ed alſo by the above-mentioned ten- 
der paſſions, to exert himſelf in the 
recovery of her reputation, as he felt 

that he was deeply intereſted in it, 
H 2 he 
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he aſked her, if ſhe had any objec- 
tion to retirement in the country; 
imagining, he told her, that abſence 
and time might efface all injurious 
impreſſions, which her imprudent 
connections, though ſhe was not ſen- 
ſible of their being fo, had occaſion- 
ed againſt her. 
In reply ſhe ſaid, that ſhe had but 
one objection to his kind propoſal: 
«© I am totally unacquainted with 
'*© any perſon at a diſtance from 
% London; and, as I have been fo 
+5 cruelly deceived, whom, Sir, can! 
«truſt ?” 
lt would be the greateſt pre- 
« ſumption in me, Madam,” an- 
ſwered Wyndham, * to affirm, that 
you may ſafely rely on me; yet! 
* ſwear ſole mnly, that no perſon 
* upon earth is more ſincerely your 
«friend; nor more ardently withes 
46 0 
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« to reſtore you to reputation and 
« happineſs, than Ido. 

« Oh! Sir,” replied ſhe, in an 

agony of tears, do not, then, any 
« longer delay putting me into ſome 
«© method to extricate myſelf from 
« the difficulties in which I have 
« been, through my folly and my 
% ignorance, involved.“ 
Lou muſt weep no longer,“ 
ſaid he, tenderly, I cannot bear 
« theſe affecting tears. Believe 
« me, Miſs Hyde, I will take the 
« ſureſt and ſpeedieſt meaſures to 
deliver you from your diſagreeable 
% ſituation. Be compoſed, there- 
« fore, and depend upon me.” 

A ſervant here interrupted them, 
to let them know, that his lady ex- 
pected them to breakfaſt in her dreſ- 
ing-room. 


H- i When 


| 
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When he was gone, Myra aid, 


*« What muft we do, Sir! * 

* 1 Would adviſe you, by al 
„means, replied he, © to go to 
% her, and to take the firſt oppor- 
„* tunity of leaving her, but in a ci- 
« vil manner: people of hey caſt are 
but too eaſily provoked to be miſ- 
« chievous ; and the evidence of one 
««. perſon againſt you, will do you a 
«© real injury, which twenty wit- 
neſſes in your favour may not be 


« able to remove.—As to me, not 


« being acquainted, and never in- 
* tending to be acquainted with 
„her, I am not in the leaft obliged 


« to comply with her invitation.— 


« You may tell her, that I juſt call- 


* ed to know how you did after your 
„ fright, but that I was engaged to 


„ breakfaſt in another place. 


66 However, before I go, let me in- 
« form 


a. a 1 _ 
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form you, that 1 have thought of 
b a family that will be ſuitable to 
you. — When you have quitted 
this houſe, I will call on you at 
« your lodgings, and. ſettle every 
« thing.” 

Myra, whoſe heart bounded with 
gratitude, and with a ſofter paſſion, 
thanked him, not only with her 
tongue but with her eyes; declar- 
ing, at the fame time, with the moſt 
melting ſenſibility, all her feelings. 

He loved her extremely, and he 
was charmed with the marks of her 
confidence and eſteem ; but he knew 
not yet what to believe. —He ſtill, —. 
ſtill thought, that a farther trial was 
neceſſary to fix the character of a wo- 
man, whom he withed to reſpect as 
much as he loved her; and whom 
ho might, at a proper time, intro- 
duce ta his family without a bluſu. 

H 4 Before 
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"Before he left her, Myra told 
him, that ſhe would, if he thought 
proper, return to the lodgings ſhe 
had quitted, in order to come to 
Mrs. Catton's, as the people of the 
houſe had been witneſſes to the re- 
gularity of her conduct; and, upon 
ber giving him an account of them, 
he told her, that ſhe could not, in 
his opinion, do better; adding, that 


he would wait on her in her old 


apa. | 
When Myra entered Mrs. Cat- 


ton's dreſſing- room, ſhe found her in 
the moſt elegant diſhabille to be 
imagined. 

At ſeeing her alone, ſhe uttered an 
exclamation, —— ** What have you 
« done with that ſweet fellow ?” 

Myra told her, (agreeably to 
his defite) that he had a prior en- 


gagement upon his hands ;—— * He 
« only 
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« only called juſt to aſk me bow I 
« did, Madam, -—He left his com- 
« pliments to you.” | 
„He had better have Fe Fey 
„ them himſelf,” faid ſhe, peev- 
iſhly. _ 
Myra made little or no 1 to 
what ſhe ſaid relating to Wyndham, 
notwithſtanding her violent curioß 
on his account, endeavour inn 
as filent about him as ſhe c 
As toon as ſhe could find a 
opportunity, the told Mrs. Ca, 
that ſhe muſt leave her befoic = 31 
end of the day, having entered t. 
haſtily into a way of life, ich, k 
would not at all, on reflection, ſuit 
her. | 
Mrs. Catton expreſſed the greateſt 
aſtoniſhinent and diſpleaſure at this 
proceeding, and directly ſaid, © E 
H 5 6c ſup- 
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th ir: eee pee 
_ Wyndham. 998 241 Se | 
Myra coloured exceflively at ſo 
injurious an inſinuation; but though 
ſhe declared her ſuſpicion to be an 
unjuſt one, Mrs. Catton peeviſhly 
told her, that her face contradicted 
her words : and, finding thatſhe was 
determined to leave her, added, I 
* ſhall not court you to ſtay, child, 
« for I know it will be in vain; 
*« when once a girl's head is running 
upon a young fellow, there is no 
« perſuading her to any thing.“ 
Myra, conſcious of her own inno- 
cence, diſdained to make any reply. 
In about an hour ſhe returned, 
with her boxes, in a hackney coach, 
to her old lodgings. 
On her arrival, to take re · poſſeſ- 
ſion of them, ſhe was informed, that 


a gentleman had been to enquire af- 
ter 
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ter her; and that, hearing she was 
not come, he ſaid he wou bin, 
the afterbdoon. * 
He did ſa, e to hie, pa” 
miſe. 

She received him with a 4 ah 
of ſatisfaction, which gave hams in- 
finite pleaſure. 
When ſhe had told him in wha 
manner Mrs. Catton and ſhe had 
parted, he replied, © I have been 
| * thinking, ever fince I left you, 
how to execute a ſcheme which! 
have formed for your future hap- 
« pineſs : I hope, at leaſt, that your 
% happineſs will be promoted by it. 
« Iam acquainted with a lady, with 
an unexceptionable character, who 
js lately, by the loſs of one of the 
* moſt indulgent of huſbands, be- 
* come averſe to a crowd of com- 
„ pany, and chuſes rather to reſide 
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"upon her own eftate in Berkſhire, 
than to lead a difſipated life in 


to aſſure you, be happy in having 


and if you can be pleaſed with her 


think, be very agreeably fituated; 
more eligible ſituation.——A pro- 
4 
difficult part of the affair. —4 


46 


* 


town, as her acquaintance are nu- 
merous, and her connections ex- 
tenſive. She will, I dare venture 


fo amiable a friend as yourſelf 
Miſs Hyde, always about her; 


and her way of life, you will, I 


at leaft, till you can be fixed in a 


per introduction will be the only 


recommendation from a young 
fellow, is ſeldom to a lady's ad- 
vantage. !] was, it is true, inti- 
mate with Mr. Melmoth ; but 
whether his widow has the ſame 
eſteem for me as he had, I cannot 


pretend to _ though Jam ſure 
| I haye 
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haue done nothing to forfeit her 
good opinion. But you W ill, 


« by your own engaging perſon and 


behaviour, together with the re- 


« gularity of your conduct, ſuffi- 
4 ciently recommend yourſelf. One 
of Mrs, Melmoth's tenants, a ſub- 
« ſtantial farmer, has à neat, con- 


« venient houſe, adjoining to the 


bottom of her garden; in it houſe: 
6% J had, myſelf, once an apartment 


in it to ſleep in, as my friend's 


houſe was full of company before: 
In this manner I 
« found out, that the farmer and 
** his family were ſober, clean peo- 


« Icame down. 


ple, and much ſuperior to the ge- 
0 nerality of perſons in ther ſphere 
« of life. With them, I fancy, 
you may board for a little while; 
« by fo doing, you wall neceſſarily 


* be known to Mrs. Melmoth ; 


— —— — —— — — 
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« your OWN good underſtanding, 
« and amiable en will do the 
410 reſt?” 8 

Myra, almoſt as Muck e 
ed with joy as ſhe had been before 
diſpirited by diſtreſs, could hardly 
find words adequate to the grateful 
ſenſations which ſhe felt. She aſ- 
ſured him, however, that whether 
Mrs. Melmoth condeſcended to take 
notice of her or not, ſhe ſhould be 
far happier with the honeſt farmer, 
than 'in any place in London, and 
defired to go down as ſoon as pol- 
ſible, 

Wyndham, Ad to perceive, 
that the readily fell in with his de- 
ſigns for her advantage, as ſhe, by 
ſo chearfub a compliance, gave him 
the ſtrongeſt proof of her innocence, 
and of the integrity of her heart, 
told her, that he would firſt write to 
Mr. 
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Mr. Wheatly; to ſerure an apart - 
ment for her, as for a lady W·homche 
had been defired to recommend to a 

neat, regular family, with whom ſhe 
might board and be properly attend- 
ed; and, then, rather haſten than 
retard her removal from London. 
Myra entirely affented to every 
thing he propoſed; and he, after a 
viſit of a decent length, took his 
leave. They parted, very _ _— 
fied with each other. o. l 

Myra, however, at ſome moments, 
felt a few doubts concerning the pro- 
priety of the n ſhe was going to 
take. N 
« Mr. Wyndham is acts a 
“ ſtranger to me, though we have 
often met. Such diſintereſted 
* friendſhip, in ſo young a man, is 
„not common. — l may, with rea- 
ſon, diſtruſt the appearance of it. 
© —But 
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10 But he i is going to 2 me to a 
great diſtance from him; true. 
Vet do the people really deſerve 
t his encomiums upon them 
May I not run a riſque of falling a 
« ſecond time into bad hands ?—— 
« But there is a charming openneſs 
in his countenance ; an honeſt 
% frankneſs in his behaviour, which 
© leaves me no room to queſtion his 
4 fincerity.——And, ſuppoſing he 
&« has any ill defigns, might they not 
have been better carried on while 
% F was with a woman who, appa- 
« rently, would rather have forward- 
« ed a diſhonourable affair, than 
« have prevented the execution of 
Beſides, I know not whom 
have no friends, no 
-Thoſe about 


ce jt? 
4 to truſt. 
c relations left! 


no 


me, ho called themſelves my 


66 Enends, have behaved 1 in a manner” 
& not 


GG » 
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* not to gain my approbati Hon, 5. Agar. 

cc ſince I. have. been in public, with; 
« Mrs. Catton, they will all, un- 

doubtedly, deſert me, Were 1,to, 
10 apply to them. 1 firmly believe, 
« therefore, with Mr. Wyndham, 
« that my reputation will be, prob- 
« ably, reſtored at a diſtance from 
« London; where I ſhall not be at 
« all known. II, therefore, re- 
« poſe a confidence in him; but I 
*« ſhall keep a ſtrict guard over my- 
0 ſelf, and proceed with the m__ 


« caution and circumſpection. n 
Such were her reflectionnss. 

During the interval hetween his 
writing to Mr. Wheatly and his re- 
ceiving an anſwer to his letter, he 
ſaw Myra two or three times; and, 
as he treated her with the greateſt | 
reſpe&, never letting any thing drop 


row his liph which could make the 
lighteſt 


c 
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ſlighteſt diſcovery of his paſſion-for 
her, never appearing but as a diſin- 
tereſted friend, ſhe grew more and 
more willing to purſue the plan he 
had digeſted for her. 

The anſwer from Mr. Wheatly 

was perfectly ſatisfactory, 
He gave it her to read; and the 
peruſal of it brought tears af pleaſure 
into her eyes. | 

- The next thing to be 38 

was how ſhe ſhould get down. — 

She propoſed the fbage, as the ſafeſt 
and leaſt expenſive conveyance ; but 
he objected to it, as ſhe might be ex- 
poſed to. impertinence, if not inſo- 
lence. | | 

„ Do not you think the woman, 
% with whom you lodge at preſent, 
% would go down. with you in a 
poſt- chaiſe, if ſhe was properly 
« conſidered. for her time?: 
Myra 
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Myra did not chuſe to lay herſelf 

under any mote obligations to him, 
neither was ſhe willing to be at ſo 
extraordinary expence herſelf. She, 
therefore, replied: 
If Mrs. Brown can be prevailed 
upon to accompany me, I prefer 
« the fage. Two women in a poſt- 
„ chaiſe are, I think, more liable to 
„ danger, than when in company; 
and, I hope, there is a chance for 
our meeting with me people of 

character among the paſſengers. 

Wyndham, who gueſſed her _— 
tives, ſaid: :. 

« You muſt pardon me, if I at- 
** tempt to remove every difficulty 
« which prevents you from acting 

« agrecably to yout real choice, by 
intreating you to accept. tif 
« only for the preſent. 4 fir 
6 ſufficient for your travelling ex- 
„ pencesz 


* 23d 
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„ pences ; for, as I have occaſioned 

«- your journey, I ought, in juſtice, 
* to defray the charges of it.” 

He then put a bank note of twenty 
pounds into her hand, but he could 
not, by any perſuaſions, induce her 
to take it. 

1 ſhall always, Sir,“ nid ſhe, 
think myſelf very | conſiderably 
obliged to you, for having ſo gene- 
« rouſly thrown me into a way to re- 
t trieve my reputation, and to ſe- 
% cure it againſt the poiſonous 
breath of ſcandal; and my endea- 
« yours to make myſelf worthy of 
«Mrs. Melmoth's notice, in whoſe 

t favout you have ſpoken ſo highly, 
% and whom I ſo extremely with to 
64 pleaſe, will be my beſt acknow- 
*« ledgments for your uncommon 
«friendſhip, equally pure 104 di- 

46 ſintereſted. or 


* 


- 


«] . 
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1 feared,” replied he, with a 
look full of diſappointment, * that I 
« ſhould wound the delicacy which 


cc 
«c 
ce 
6c 
60 
cc 
cc 


cc 


I ſo much admire ; but, believe 
me, Miſs Hyde, by refuſing my 
aſſiſtance, after having owned 
yourſelf convinced of the ſincerity 
of my friendſhip, you diſcover a 
want of confidence in me, which, 
as I am conſcious of the goodneſs. 

of my intentions, pains me inex- 


« prefſibly,—-— Hoping, however, 


«cc 


cc 


«ce 


cc 


6 


6 


cc 


that you will, when you know me 
better, be inclined to truſt me 
more; and looking upon this very 
refuſal as a ſingular proof of your 
diſcretion, I ſubmit, on condition 
that you will freely give me notice 
whenever you think : can be real- 


ly ſerviceable. to you.“ 


Myra bowed, and bated her 
n 1? e 


The 
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The next day, having prevailed 
on Mrs. Brown to go with her, 
. when the had offered to ;n y all ex- 
Penoes, ſhe left London, and arrived 

ſaſe at Mr. Wheatly ss. f 

She was received at che honeſt fat 

mer s with an unceremonious civili- 
ty; but the heartineſs of the recep- 
tion made ample amends for every 
deficiency in the politeneſs of it. 
At night ſhe retired to reſt, with 
a tranquility which ſhe had not en- 
zoyed for ſome time, though at a 
great diſtance from the man whom 
the loved for his noble behaviour to 
Her. 1 15 | 
On Mrs. Brown's return to Lon- 
don, Wyndham made particular en- 
quiries after her fellow- traveller, 
and opened a correſpondence with 
Mr. Whcatly, deſiring him to com- 


municate all the Occurrences in his 
family, 
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family, that he might have an op- 
portunity of hearing how Myra con- 
ducted herſelf, not chufing either to 
write to her himſelf, or ſolicit, 
through Wheatly, for an epiſtolary 
intercourſe with her -juſt at that 5 * 


ture. 
It is now time to return to Wilks. 


Jack, having thrown himſelf out 
of Mrs Catton's good graces, ſoon 
found his purſe in a galloping con- 
ſumption, and was not à little 
chagrined at the reduction of his 
caſh ; but, ſcorning to purchaſe even 
the neceſſaries of life at the expence 
of his Liberty, he very philoſophical» 
ly carried the laſt fifty pieces he had 
in his Poſſeſſion to the gaming- 
table. 

Abet agg in a humour to fa- 
vour him, he quickly ſwept away 
ve hundred. 928. 
I Returning 
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"Returning to his lodgings with 

that ſum, between twelve and one, 

he faw, as he paſſed the door of a 
large houſe near Covent-garden, a 
female ſtanding, with a ſmall band- 
box in her hand. 

She made a whimpering kind of 
noiſe, which immediately attracted 
Ub Atentien. 

% What is the matter, child p” 
2 Gat he, with a good-humoured 
tone, the more ſo, perhaps, as he 
Had been a' ſucceſsful adventurer ; 
for, as honeſt Humphrey ſays, a man 

is quite another thing with —y in 
His pocket. 

e sin replied the: gil 
_—_— her face towards him, which 
was not, he could ſee by the light 

reflected from a lamp over her head, 
an ugly one, I am frighted out of 
* my wits ; for all our family is 
«© gone 
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«,pone to bed, and I do not know 


« how I ſhall get in.” 
% And. who is our family?“ faid 


Jack, „ and what do you do, my. 


pretty girl, on the outſide of the 
« door at this time of night? 
With theſe words, he ſeized her We 
the ſhoulder. _ 

« Oh! la, Sir, pray let me alone; 


« for if my Miſtreſs, or any of our 


« Miſſes, was to ſee me with a man, 


« I ſhould be undone for ever.“ 

% And who is your Miſtreſs, my 
« dear?” ſaid Wilks, putting his. 
hand under her chin. 

% Pray be quiet, Sir, and * 


** me to get in how I can; for I am. 


«terribly afraid ſhe will beat me.“ 


- © Beatyou!— What right has ſhe 


to beat you?“ 


„% La,” cried the girl, with a 


flcering caſt of her eyes, © how you 
Not. I. $= ce talk! 


—_— 
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«talk but fuck: fine Gentlemen 
as you, does not know how poor 
el apprentice girls are uſed, when 
«they ſtay ever ſo little a While 
* 1 of an errand.” 
-<© And fo you are bound to be 


4 ſubſervient to all which the wo- 


% man who calls herſelf your miſ- 
4 treſs, has a mind to impoſe upon 
4 you ?——H—ns! that in a land 
« of Liberty, human creatures 
«© ſhould be ſuffered to lord it thus 
« over each other! But come, child, 
* knock at the door, I will ſtand by 
« you, and fave you from a whip- 
60 ra unleſs. you had rather go 
„with me till morning, 117 take 

one puniſhment for all.. 
Go with you, Sir? Oh Bear! 
« ſute you do not know what you 
« ſay! why, my Miſtreſs would 
% mob me then, indeed.“ 
| e « And 


JAS R WIEKY wa 
« And what ſignifies, it whether 
cc « the mobs you or not, my dear? 
Oh! Lord! but then I ſhould 
* be quite ruined, as ſhe. tells me, 
if I mind what men ſays. 
« And ſo you think, that this 
“ miſtreſs of yours has a natural 
« right over you, not only with re- 
« gard to your time, but even over 
« your appetites and paſſions bod 
« that you are neither to ſee, or 
« hear, or be hungry, or wn with- 
cout ſer leave.” . 
„Lal well! that ee 4d 
faid the girl, with a ſmile, which 
ſhewed how much ſhe was diverted: 
with him; “for, to be ſure, as I 
« was going to carry home theſe 
“ ruffles, I -only juſt ſtept into the 
play, and it happened to be the 
*« Country Girl, which is vaſtly fun- 
ny, you know, Sir; and I laugh- 
12 -« ed 
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« ed ſo; and was ſo hot with the 
t crowd, and ſo dry, that I could 
not refuſe our Tom, who lives 
4 over the way there, and went in- 
% to the gallery with me, to drink 
« a plaſs of punch with him: and 


„ then he went with me to carry 


home my things, and to be ſure 
the maid called out of the garret 
* window, and aid, that her maſ- 
ter and miſtreſs were gone to bed, 
„ and had got the key of the door 
« up with them; and that I muſt 
come earlier another time, or 
% bring them in the morning: and 
6 ſo, to be ſure, my miſtreſs will 
* ſay, that I ſhould have gone when 
«« ſhe ſent me. But if ſhe is ſuch 
<4 bad woman as you ſay; Sir, (in- 
deet the won't let us ſtii out if 
ſhe can help it); why then l may as 
% well go with you to-night, and 
E — «c to- 
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cc FI ERIE one lie will ſerve for 


e x 
„ Hold there, child, x: | replied 


Wilks, ** I bar all lying. To lie 


40 


6c 


is to be a hypocrite”; no, no ;— 

tell the honeſt truth boldly at 
once : fay that you ſtaid out, be- 
cauſe you liked it better than ſtay- 


ing at home; and that if you did 


her buſineſs, ſhe ought to allow 


vou a reaſonable time for plea- 
ſure.” 


„La, now,” cried the girl, “ as 


if I dare to ſay any ſuch thing.— 
Why, ſhe would break every bone 
about me. Indeed, Sir, you 


can't nee what a tyrant ſhe 
is. 
7 Tbe devil take all tyrants,” 


aid n % Lam * of Li- 


n 


And 
k 4 98553 | g 7 g n 
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And 1 too,” cried the girt ;— 

on and if I knew what to do with my 

0 things, I would e'en go along with 

** you, Sir: I never heard any man 

«© talk ſo purely. fince I was born: 

vou are every inch a Gentleman, 

that's a true thing; and, for my 

part, I had rather Ilve with a real 

Gentleman in any way, than be a 

Vie to the beſt W in ns- 
land.“ 

Right, right,” laid Wilks; tak- 

: ing her arm under his, wives and 

hc huſbands are ſlaves, Liberty is 

| © my motto 10 che a, 

| girl.” the 74 SAW nc 

The fooliſn young ut idle, 

fen of pleaſure, impatient of con- 

troul, and whetted into an entire ab- 

horrence of all kinds df "reſtraint, | 

complying with his deſire, he car- 

ried her to his lodgings. | 


In 
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In the morning, inſtead am 
home with the box, as ſhe had told 
him ſhe would, - ſhe went to diſpoſe 
of its contents, and then, returning 
to him, with a whimpering face, 
laid,“ My miſtreis has uſed me ve- 
ry cruelly; and as you haye told 
« me, that ſhe has no right to do 
«« ſo, being free · born as well as her- 
« ſelf, I have left her for good and 
« all, and will never go near her a- 
« gain.“ 
Jau are a bare girl, 3 
faid Jack. by | re] dd | 
For a few days he was mighty 
fond of her; but then, finding his 
pockets, low, and his paſſion. ſatiated, 
he informed her in plain terms, that 
be could keep. her. no longer ;, ang 
that he expected her to ſet up. for 
herſelf, as the had learned ber trade. 
— Af you remain with. me another 
. I 4 . day, 
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ne: 1 han faney mylelt 'noofed 
r bor 

* Why that's true,” ſaid Say; 
« I like you very well, to be ſure: 
&« but; when Tom came to dreſs my 
„head this morning, I thought he 
looked almoſt as handſome ; and, 
2 I am like you, I love Liberty, and 
83 won 't be confined to one man.” 


- v7 © $A 


* « 'Sdeath ! you little devil — 0 
% you pretend to put me upon a 
„ footing with a barber's boy?“ 
i Why not Let me die, — 

* (as you fay) if I ſee much dif- 
* ference.: When you are with- 
« out your gold waiſtcoat, and he 
* throws off his powdered frock, 
« there'i is not a pin to chuſe: and 1 


* 4 am for Liberty of Choice as wen 


: X & 2,411 1 939811 VOM 
« .as you. - 2 V 105 


* Aye; and for Fretdom ef 


1 Speech too.—-But fince you find 
66 170 
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« xo. difference between the men, 
you little jade, you ſhall find none 
„in their pockets; and o march = 
6 ff.. 

He then took her by the ſhoulders, 
and. ihruſt her out of the room. 

She turned about to him, as ſhe 
ſtood: upon the ſtairs, and, ſnapping 
her fingers, cried, “Give me Liber- 
*« ty even with a Barber' s boy, rather 
than confinement with the beſt 
Gentleman in the land.” 

Jack, while his money laſted, 
thought of nothing but of enjoying 
himſelf; and, luckily for him, he 
procured a freſh ſupply upon the. four 
act. 0 

By this fortunate Arche; his ſpirits 
were not only conſiderably elevated, | 
but they encouraged him to frequent 
the ſpat. which. had proved. ſo ſuc- 
ceſiſul io him  , _ 
E 
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_ 4121Tthas been already ſald, that Jack 
Wilks was neither ill-natured, nor 
deſtitute of generoſity. He Was, in- 
deed, as willing to part with his mo- 
ney for the aſſiſtance of his fellow- 
creatures in diſagreeable ſituations, 
as to purchaſe pleaſure for himſelf 
with it; till, however, keeping a 
ſteady eye upon his favourite __ 
Jaime la Liberte. OT 
In the houſe in which he lodged, 
a family alſo had an apartment, a 
keen his lady, and his daugh- 
ter; people who had, formerly, 
ived genteely, but having met with 
"innumerable misfortunes, were, at 
laſt, driven into the upper part of a 
very ſmall houſe, and found them- 
Aves" hardly able to continue even 
inan iHl-furniſhed garret, for _ 
2 poop only a Ar r ſum. 
hf zl. vs 


* 4 *. 
4 


JACK WILKS. % 
Mrs. Ferrers had been ſo much 
out of order ever finde her coming 
into the garret her huſband had 
hired, that all the little money they 
had was ſoon ſ pent, to procure ſome 
relief for her; but ſpent in vain, as 
nothing had the deſired effect. 
She died, and left her huſband a 
good deal-embarrafſed. _, 
Mrs. Ferrers had refuſed cove 
better offers for im. She Mamiod 
him againſt the conſent of her fa- 
mily, but brought him nothing, ex- 
cept a broken heart and a ſhattered 
conſtitution; as ſhe never could 
Rifle the ſelf- reproaches occaſioned 
by her. diſobedience : nor think, 
without the extremeſt anguiſh, of 
the diſtreſs in which ſhe involved the 
man, whom ſhe fondly loved, as he 
might have married a woman with a 
fortune, could he have been prevailed 
I 6 on 
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on ao give er up. With ſuch re- 
proaches and reflections, ſhe never 
had taſted any happineſs in the mar- 
riage ſtate;; but ſhe felt the miſery 
of her mind conſiderably augmented, 
When ſhe was haſtening to her diſ- 
ſolution, by being obliged to leave 
a very fine girl, an only child, about 
.xteen, to ſtruggle through the 
world without, friends or fortune; 
and to leave her to a father who 
would ſoon: become, from his afflic- 
tions and neceſſities, ſhe. plainly 
foreſaw, incapable of ſubſiſting on 
the little which remained, and ho 
muſt himſelf, of courſe, leave their 
Nancy, their wretched Nancy, ex- 
| poſed to the wide world, without a 
ſingle creature. to direct her orphan- 
ſteps: doubly, expoſed, by having 
more beauty and more ſenſibility 
than the generality of her ſex, which 
would 
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wouldacchiſavily de Saen 
Di 2902 0149 

Nancy Ferrers had, hitherto, been 
ſeldom ſeen, or, at leaſt, obſerved, 
being almoſt always fixed to the fide 
of her mother's bed Mr. Ferrers. 
went, himſelf, to procure what Was 
wanting for his wife. In a ſhort 
time, however, after her death, they 
both very much aro Wilke' 8 
attention. 

One morning, = the TOR & 3 
the Miſtreſs of the houſe, deter- 
mined to have her money, if poſ- 
fible; out of Mr. Ferrers, who had 
ſharpened her impatience by pro- 
craſtination, ——tw6 Bailiffs ſeized 
him juſt as he was coming out of bis 
room, and hurried him down ſtairs: 
—his davghter followed them weh 
ing, and deins 15 "_, 

> Wilks, 
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Willks, being at the ſame time 
juſt ready to ſally out of It apart. 
ment, opened his door, and ond 
what was the matter, 
One of the fellows who held Mr. 
| Ferrers ſaid, Nothing at all, Sir; 
* but a ſmall arreſt, or ſo.” 
How much?“ 

« Ten 1 or thereabout 
4% mejor.” | 
Ten pounds!” cried Wilks: 
« H-—ns! Isa man to loſe his in- 
« eſtimable Liberty for ſo paltry a 
2 ſum as ten pounds? Let him go 
4: this inſtant, vou raſeal. 
% Not J, indeed: I have nothing 
« to do with the debt, be it ten or 
e twenty; though I fancy, were 
«+. this. to be paid, there is ſome o- 
*,/thers behind, which will keep 
% him in our hands. 80 come a- 


«Jong, Sir —-(to Mr. Ferrers. ) 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Ferrers made a melanchbly 
bow to Wilks as he paſſed; by wuy 
of acknowledgment for his intereſt» 
ing himſelf in his affairs. 

Wilks, immediately ſtopping him, 
faid, * You go no farther, Sir, ex- 
« cept you chuſe to accompany 
« theſe fellaws, - αιο has acted in 
« this ſcandalous manner? 
I owe Mrs. Bemont ten pounds 
« for rent, Sir,” replied Mr. Fer- 
rers, in a weak, tremulous voice; 
diſpirited by ne nen * 
grief, 0 cuil 

« Pray walk into e ant 
« do you=<({peaking to N bailiff) 
1% call up Mrs. Bemont,” '! 


„ will not leave my piitoner,* 
ſaid the bailiff, '*« for! you, or any 
© man Who wears à head, let kim 
a. who he will.“ 9 2-01; 

r — nie « Twill 


— 
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«Tl go, TU go.. "cried 
Mis Ferrers, in hurrying accents, 
who, till then, had ſtood behind 
a weeping, and quite nnen by 
Wilks. 
she flew down ſtairs direy, and 
ſoon returned, panting for breath. 
. . Bemont, * is _ gone 
« out.” 

Wilks, ſtruck with * fire; 
defired ner alſo to walk into his 
apartment, ſurveying her with admi- 
ration, from head to foot. 

The lovely, trembling girl, though 
pale as death, and though her eyes 
were almoſt ſwelled out of her head, 
was ſo inexpreſſibly alluring, both 
in her perſon and her manners, to 
Wilks, that hei could not, without 
much difficulty, turn from ſo pleaſing 
an IS to ſpeak to the bailiff. 

SF | Well,“ 
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« Well,” ſaid he, at laſt, Le ve 
ca this Gentleman with me; Wo | will 
« be anſwerable for him.“ N | 
That's an impoſſible thing,” 
replied the fellow, ©* unleſs you . | 
win with the duſt.” _ | 
« Why. are you ſo curſed ſtupid N 
% now,, ſaid Wilks, „as to ima- | 
« pine, that he will be the better 
e able to pay the ſum for which you 
have arreſted him, by being drag. 
ged to a d d ſpunging-houſe, 
„ where you will ſqueeze, him as 
* dry as a chip. Confinement for | 
debt is the moſt ridiculous, the 


eee 


6« 3 — — — Which w we, 
free born Britons, boaſting of; Our 
Liberty, are every day groaning. 
% It a man cannot pay When e 18 
« free to turn bimſelf. about and to to 
** raiſe money, how, i in the name of 
% Belze- 
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% Belzebub his he to ſtop the mouths 
of his creditors, when he is not 
only hindered, from eaſing him- 
* ſelf of his load, but adding, every 
% moment, to the weight of it?“ 
That does not argify, that's no- 
et thing to me, ſaid Mr. Grim, 
will have the man or the money; 
and you may talk till you are black 
* in the yu but I'll. do my 
8 | 
Wilks was juſt going to wit an 
anſwer with his foot, in ſo ſpirited 
a manner, that it might, poffibly, 
Have fllenced his adverfary” for ſome 
time, —when Mrs. Bemont burſt in- 
to the room. 15, 2520 11 
Ms. Bemont, having, been in- 
formed b by he her ſervant as 50 5 ſhe 
rept he of the : bu aftfe, an | d knows 


1.1% | 


ing, that Wilks w was very 1 os 


by.fits, was in | hopes that "ſhe ſhould 


wheedle 
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wheedle him out of the money: ſhe 
knew that by letting Mr. Ferrers go 
to priſon ſhe ſhould not have any 
chance for it; and the beauty and diſ- 
treſs of Miſs Ferrers would, ſhe 
thought, operate ſtrongly in her fa- 
vour,——She was not miſtaken; 
Nancy's diſtreſs and beauty added to 
his innate love of Liberty did the bu- 
ſineſs ſhe wanted, for he pulled out 
his purſe and cancelled all Her de- 
mands. 

Mr. Ferrers s 1 bene- 
fadtor's. behaviour. with lent aſto- 

niſhment, and, his daughter Was 
ready ta throw berſelf at his feet, 15 

This unexpected act of generoſity 
"os a ſtranger, almoſt oycrpower- 
ed, indeed, Mr. Ferrers,, (Already de- 
preſſed, with grief and indigence, 
and weakened for want of nouriſh- 


ment, having frequently denied 
__ himſelf 
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himſelf food, neceſſary for his own 

exiſtence, to be enabled to provide 

indulgences for his wife during her 

painful illneſs. —He was ſcarce in a 
condition to expreſs his feelings upon 
the occaſion, nor indeed to return 
to his own apartment. 

Wilks, ſoftened by the ſufferings 

of the father, but ſtill more melted 
by the beauty. of the daughter, 
heightened by her fears, aſſiſted the 
former with a. tenderneſs and aſſi- 
duity truly filial. 
When Mr. Ferrers was ſeated in his 
chamber, he had but juſt ſtrength 
enough to thank his deliverer for his 
generous interpoſition, and to tell 
him that he wiſhed it was in his 
power to make an acknowledgment, 
adequate to the Very e ber 
| conferred 2255 Uh 
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Jack deſired him to think no 
more of what was paſt; and, taking 
Miſs Ferrers afide, flipped a couple 
of guineas into her hand, begging. 
her to procure ſomething for her 
father to comfort him, as he ſeemed. 
to ſtand much in need of refreſh- 
ment. — I will call and ſee him 
« apain another time.” A 

The poor girl, overflowing with 
the ſame gratitude which oppreſſed 1 
her father, poured out her acknow- if 
ledgements in the ſofteſt, ſweeteſt | 
accents, which he would gladly = 
have ſtaid to hear, had not Meder 
body coming up ſtairs prevented 
him. OY 

As ſoon as he was gone both fa- 
thet and daughter jöned in praiſe of 
their benefactor. The latter then 
perſuaded the forth er to take a little 
reſt, as he had been ſo harrafſed and 

flatigued 


went out to procure for him ſome- 
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5 fatigued for a long time ; while ſhe 


thing which he might, ſhe thought, 
be able to eat for his dinner. 

The undertaker having now 
heard from the bailiff, who had 
alſo been engaged by him to ſecure 
Ferrers, after Bemont was ſatisfied, 
how luckily he had been aſſiſted, 
imagined that he had a good oppor- 
tunity to get his money, and there- 
fore ſent him back upon the ſame 
errand. /. 
The bailiff, finding nobody but 
the poor man at home juſt beginning 
to enjoy himſelf, after having been 
ſo agitated, carried him away, as 
he was utterly unable to > make any 
reſiſtance. er, 

When his an . 
home, and heard whither he was 


gone, ſhe prepared, after a freſh 


ſhower 


1 
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ſhower of tears and repeated lamen- 
tations, to follow him: reſolving to- 
adminiſter every comfort to him in 
her power to beſtow. | 

Wilks, who had been from home 
all day, did not make his appearance 
again till after midnight. h 

As ſoon as he was up in the 
morning, he deſired the maid of the 
houſe to go to Mr. Ferrers's garret, 
and to aſk him if he might call. on 
him to enquire after his health. 

The maid told him that Mr. Grim 
carried him off the. day before; but 
added, that ſhe believed poor Miſs 
Nancy was come for a few things. 
Wilks made no anſwer, but hur- 


rying up ſtairs found the poor Sir! 

tying up a ſmall bundle. 
Her tears flowed ſo. faſt that the 

could N fee him. 


. 


ſs 1 STORY OE 


" He, caught her hand, preſſed i it in 

his, begged her to make ue 
quite eaſy. Q 

5 I will, inſtantly ſet out with 

«you to the undertaker's, pay 
4 what he demands, and releaſe 
« your father: he ſhall never be 
« confined, while it is in * oe 
4, to aſſiſt him.” 

The aſtoniſhed, the inves 
girl broke out into ſuch exclama- 
ions of gratitude, that he claſped 
der to his boſom, and told her, that 
he deſerved every thing for er n 
affection. . 

She, bluſhing, diſengaged Bertel | 
from his arms, fearful of having 
laid too much; but followed him to 
the undertaker's 8. and from thence to 


1 * 7 


the ſpunging --houſe.” 111 2 
Jack, en A . 


dut the father and daughter into it, 
brought 
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brought them back to their lodgings, 
ordered a dinner, and ſpent the day 
with them. 

Mr., Ferrers, however, though 
profuſe of | grateful expreſſions, was 
incapable of reliſhing the entertain- 
ment provided. The way of life in 
which he had been for ſome time, 
the two ſhocks which he had met 
with ſwiftly ſucceeding each other, 
and even the ſuddenneſs of the re- 
lief which he received, all contri- 
buted to overpower him.—He re- 
tired to his bed in the Weninger 
never to rife again. 

The afflicted Mis Ferrers did 
every thing, ſhe. poſſibly could, a- 
fiked by, Wilks's | puzſe, to ſtop the 
approach af death but in vain. — 
He died in a ſew days, leaving a ſine 
young creature with a very ſmall 
ſum, for the defrayment of the ex- 
— pences 


— 
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pences attending his en „and 
for her own ſupport. 
Wilks had hitherto made hiraſel 
highly ſerviceable, and iby appear- 
ing like a diſintereſted friend, had 
acted in the moſt laudable manner. 
But he now began to exhibit him- 
ſelf in another, and a leſs a 
dus light. Ede 
He made Naney Ferrers the moſt 
6 Uberaboffers, and ſhe, from the apree- 
ableneſs of his perſon and manners, 


and from her own too exquiſite ſen- 
fibility, felt emotions i in his favour 
which ſhe had never felt before: 
and ſhe the more freely indulged 
thoſe emotions, becauſe He really 
loved him for his kindneſs to her fa- 
ther; and beeauſe her love” and her 
gratitude ne up al 
other ren N * n 


| 222 
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Wilks, however, though he ſoon 
perceived that he was very agretable 
to her, had not yet violated the laws 
of decency in his behaviour to her. 
He had all the reaſon in the world 


to believe that nothing but her mo⸗ 


deſty obſtructed the completion of 
his wiſhes; and though he was of 
a very amorous complexion he was 
not deftitute of delicate ſenſations} 
well knowing that the more will 
ingly the yielded to his deſites, the 
more pleaſure he ſhould enjoy from 
the gratification of them. He, 
therefore, ſeemed to take no parti- 
cular notice of her, but waited to 
leize the moment of her m_ 

ms unguarded. — = 
While he was thus Mkkaiing che 
deſtraction of an innocent girl, ig- 
norant of the ſnate which he Cas 
* for her, and believing 
K 2 that 
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chat 4 1 man who had, in her opinion, 
aRed fo nobly towards her, could not 


poſſibly uſe her ill, who had from the 
firſt taken every method ſhe could 
thinkof to acknowledge his generoſi- 
ty : ſhe was conſidering in what man- 
ner to provide for herſelf without lay- 
ing herſelf under farther obligations to 
him; and not only talked of going 
tor ſervice, but really intended to 
make enquiries after a place. LoL or 

When ſhe aſſured him, in conſe- ; 
quence of her intentions, that all 
the money ſhe received ſhould be 
ſet apart for the reduction of the ſum 
which he had gerierouſly advanced 


on her father's account, he eplied, 


taking her in his arms, © You 
will give mea thouſand times 
<©< more pleaſure, 5 Nancy, by 
465 being near me, than by throwing 


* wealth enough to enſlave the 
dane . « whole 
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« whole nation at my, feet; and 4 
« infiſt upon your never giving up 


« your Liberty, the richeſt Jewel 
« in your poſſeſſion, for me. bark 
In this ſituation they remained 
ſome time. 2 
One night, Jack aid dane 
later than uſual at the tavern, have; 
ing met a young man of faſhipn, with 
whom he was very intimate when. 
they were at Cambridge together. 
He was juſt come to town, hut 
aug Wilks, they proceeded to 
the Bedford- arms, and immediately 
fell into converſation about what 
bad paſt, relating to, cee 
fince they had ſeen each other. 
They talked till it grew 3 
Mr. Sidney then, and not till then, 
recolleQing that he had not ſecured: 
a lodging, told Wilks, in whom he 
ſaw no propenſity to quit his chair 
N K 3 that 


that he was fatigued with his jour- 


ney, but had forgotten to hire 2 
toom to ſleep in while he ſtaid in 
London.“ Where are _ n 
Hack?“ ty ICT e ol 
Jack, directly naming. the ſtreet 
and Mrs. Bemont, told him that he 
might occupy is apartment for the 
evening, if he pleaſed.— J have a 
«ſtrong notion that I ſhan't come 
« home all night.“ ') 4 $2987 *I 
Sidney, actually tired, took him 
at his word, and 'repaired to Mrs; 
Bemont's : r . un boo nt e guy 
The imaid having fallen aſlerp, 
Miſs Ferrers, who had heard ſome- 
body knock twice or thrice, while 
ſne was preparing to go to reſt in 
her garret, went down, imagining 
that ſhe ſhould find Mr. Wilks at 
the door, who tene ſhe n 


— "Om MM on99qe1q_« 
2: 7 | Half 
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Half undreſſed, but wrapping hen; 


goyyn about her, ſne went downiſtairs- 

with a m. in her ane ce leg: 
him in. 9 en 231411 2 16} 

To think Gogulat ata of 
Providence in her favoiiy:973s poor 
thoughtleſs Nancy's preſervation, 
certainly to be attributed. Had. 
Wilks been the perſon whom ſhe let, 
id. tis highly probable that ſhe would 
have fallen a ſacrifice to the grate--- 
ful ſenſations of her heart: ſtranger 
as ſhe was to all the/artifices of a de- 
ceitful world, and ready to ſuppoſe 
every eee a8 en as her- 
ſelf. {tiff 

"The ads a ee he door 
and ſawia perſon whom ſhe had ne- 
ver ſeen: before, ſhe bluſhed, and 
could hardly aun candle 1 in hat 


band. ; tdoh ant: 
K 4 | Sidney, 
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| »iVirhney, ſtruek with her beauty and 
the diſorder of her dreſs, iti a houſe; 
the reputation of which was, in his 
opinion, not a little doubtful, as his 
friend Wilks, with whoſe principles 
he was well acquainted, lodged in 
it, began, at firſt, to think he was 
in luck, and that Jack had not only 
provided a bed but a charming com- 
panion for him. The modeſt glou, 
however, in her cheeks, and the 
amiable confuſion in which ſhe ap- 
peared on being ſeen to ſo much diſ- 
advantage, made him think more 
favourably of her. Her dreſs too, 
though diſordered, diſtinguiſhed her 
from a common ſervant; there was 
nothing tawdry, nothing ſaſpicious 
in it; and her looks and carriage 
equally * — to be: a 3 
tlewoman. 


He, 
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He, therefore, ſetting aſide his 


ardently gazing at her- treated her 
with the reſpect which 3 
due to her. 


% Mr. Wilks, Madam, 1 not Rep 


4 ing at home to night, I am, by 


« his permiſſion, come to take 
_ 4 poſſeſſion of his apartment; be 
«ſo kind then as to call the maid: 
&© to thew me the room.. 
- Mifs Ferrers, at the Concinfione of 
this ſpeech, bluſhingly retired. © 


When Betty attended him. ok 
of half 4 


ſtairs, he, by the help- 
crown-(which he won d have witk 


more pleaſure beſtowed upon Nancy) 
got out of her all that ſhe knew 


relating to Miſs Ferrers and Mr. 
Wilks; and Betty concluded her 
intelligence with ſtrong hints that 
the former was no better than ſne 


ſhould be. 


K 3 Sidney. 
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Sidney, *who')knew' (the. common 
cant of all wenches in ſuch houſes, 
did not believe all n been told 
bim. Wel en ot? 
When W ilks came. 8 
morning, he related to him all that 
he had ſeen and heard. 1 
Jack, curſing his — 
fe careleſſneſs, ſaid, What a de- 
Hicious night I have loſt! for, I 
«©; ſuppoſe, you took poſſeſſion of 
my girl as well as my bed.” 
No, upon bonour, replied Sid- 
ney, © the looked ſo innocent and 
* -modeſt, that I was, contrary to 
% my intentions, when the. firſt 
opened the door, compelled, with 
«.ſo much awe did ſhe ſtrike me, to 
0 treat her with reſpect! “ L 
. « She deferves it,“ mid . 
*ſhe is a veſtal, if there really ever 
vas ſuch a human being exiſting. 
« Yet, 


— 
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4 Yet,» I-believe,:ithe{ little, rogue's 
„ heart. goes pitta- pat for me: 
| neden Harry, When a 

« pirl's heart is once in your power, 
« Peay wig not be: long out 
it. 

hy Why die looked, 8 lit- 
« tle diſappointed, when ſhe found 
«. a. ſtranger at the door laſh night. 
© ——But how can-you be ſuch a 
devil, Jack, as to ſeduce ſo ſweet, 
„ ſo innocent a creature, who, if 
« ſhe yields, will. yield merely from 
« a defire to give a ſtrong proof of 
« her;gratitude, for favours received 


« from you] Do you act agrecably 


* to your principles, thus to delude 
% 2 poor girl out of all that is valu- 


« able to her, by ungenerous arts, 


«and: falſe reaſoning?” 14 a 
proceed quite in another ſort 
«of a manner,” ſaid Jack, I uſo 


x LS > 
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Nu arti 1 do not resſon-LEoι 
co ꝙperfuade. 1 hate force 0 
* Are you not, thereſote; the 
more criminal ? By making any 
r attempts towards violence, you 
«would give her a fair opportunity 
« to be upon her guard; but while 
« you lull ſuſpicion aſleep, ſhe bas 
te no chance to eſcape from you, 
% without the toſs of her virtue 
«©/Even the goodneſs of her own 
c tender heart, will betray her: 
% fye, fye Wilks ! it is mean, it is 
1% unmanly, to oppoſe your ſtrength 
«4nd knowledge to her weakneſs 

«and ignorance.— She has not 
«| deſerved ſuch treatment from you: 
% ——[nſted-of forming any de- 
«« ſigns to ruin her, you ought to be- 
„hold her with; reverence—_ 
„Think en the conflict in her gen- 
* * the beſom between gratitude, vir- 


EI 6 4c tue, 
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«, tue, and, maſt probably, Igye, 
„and behave to her like a man; ob 
« honour. How many worthy 
« fellows now, would be bleſt with 
« ſach-a partner. for life, and make 
1 this pretty creature, as well as 

« themſelves, compleatly happy ?” 
„What the devil! would you: 
« ruin the girl at once, by marry- 
ing her By depriving her of 
her Liberty, you render her mi- 
* ſerable for ever.” ae: 
Come, come, Jack, yon carry 
this furor for Liberty too far ; 
«+: beyond alt reaſon. Liberty is no 
„longer valuable, no longer to be 
* eſtermed, when it ceaſes to con» 
e tribute to our honour ot our peace 
ic and how either the one or the o- 
t ther can be procured by the de- 
* ſtruction of innocenee, and the vi- 
— of . I cannot, poſ- 
_« fibly, 
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<e2ibly, Uivine—Bur: to ſettle mat- 
4 tersa upon an amicablei: footing, 
ν g the girl and“ 
Let me periſ if I do,“ ſaid 
Jack, eee oi: 
her.“ 15980 αναν,s, iiil: 

e eb wiewp! well, Mrl Wilks, 1 
replied Sidney, taking up his hat in a 
hurry, and going out of the room: 
— < Your humble ſervantz=«—+t 
leave * to mer creed awn li medita- 
% tions. . 10% A lnα˙αο * 
He then went into the patlour, 
and, tipping Mrs. Betfy with ano- 
ther half- crown, deſired her to ſtep 
to Mis Ferrers, and to let her 
know, that he begged: the favour; of 
ſpeak ing a few: words to her.. 

Thie poor girl, alarmed at a meſ- 
fage of wich ſhe eould not compre- 
hend the meaning, came den 
wy S one 2 1 iin to 10 „Sidney, 

MIA * 
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Sidney, ſhutting the:ddor, addneſ- 
ſed her in the followingiterms s 41 
Lau ate in the greataſt danger, 
Madam. Vou may believe me; 
«©, —-you. may truſt me: I am 
« ſincerely your friend. Avoid 
Mr. Wilks, as you would avoid 
te the worſt of men I can ſtay 
© no longer now; but, if you will 
place a confidence in me, Lill 
©, fave you from the villainous de- 
Ly ſigns againſt yout virtue. Bie 
in the way at five o'clock I 
«. will call on you —only with a de- 
eſire to be truly ſerviceable to yon: 
for your looks aſſure me, that you 
are deſetving of my care. 
Nancy, alarmed and terrified; 
dropped a bluſhing curtſy at his de- 
Parture, and returned aher w_ 
2 of W . 
T30131637, 33 Penn 0! 1 
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Sidney, baying heard that. Miss 
Ferrera diſtreſs aroſe, in a great 
meaſure, from her mother's. having 
married againſt the inclination. of 
her parents; and that Mr. Byam, her 
mother's father, was living, and in 
afſluent circumſtances, in a pleaſant 
village near 2 went to him 
immediately. 16. L 
Sidney, though 8 a Amn- 
ger to Ms. Byam, not being un- 
known to bim 10 name, was ſoon 
admitted. woe 
He bagan, in a * moments, to 
acquaint him with his grand-daugh- 
tet s melancholy ſituation, and urged. 
the certainty. of her being totally 
ruined for want of Air — as 
all ma 56 to ber -deſtruction. 4 
He told his ſtory in a manner the 
moſt likely to affect the hearer of it, 


con- 
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concealing, however, the Wande of 
Wilks; but (as old people, 7 0 
have outlived their tender pafffon Tons, 
rarely make proper allowances for 
the youthful part of the human ſpe- 
cies, under the influence of thoſe paſ- 
fions) he found him, at firſt, very 
loth to have any thing to ſay to her. 

—— Her mother was diſobedicht, 

« 2nd" e will be, 1 ſuppoſe, Juſt 
ie ſuch another 1 e * 
e ſey. - Wirt e N 
Woll, Siej” faid Sidney, and 
4 if the'fhoul# marry without your 
© leave; even the worſt marriage, 
« js better than a life in Which the” 
„% muſt lie at the merey of e every 
„ looſe ow who takes a Te to 
«c her. 1% N © 4 
cc aue pray, Str & replied” the” 
old Gentleman, ſurveying him from 
head to foot, how came you to 
(c have 


zl 
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* haye ſo much mene virtue than 
your companions ? Vou are young, 
” and not ill- made; how, came you, 
« Sir, to be ſo different from the 
«generality of your ſex, of the ſame 
age, and with the | ſame: . 
advantages? 
8 I] do not pretend to any extra- 
«, ordinary virtue, Sir.——-Had. L 
*£. truſted myſelf much longer with 
. Miſs: Ferrers, my paſſions might 
« have carried me to unwarrantable 
bilengths. Take her, therefore, 
*«;Mbile ſhe is unſullied; for I will 
*,-not anſwer for the continuance of 
my ſelfdenial in her company. 
5% You talk well but how ſhall 
I be ſure that this is u girl? 
May you not bring me one who 
gchas already been upon the town 


25 een you not inet one of your 
v7 4 S 80 1 bat-- 


| 14 * 
5 1 . « 6} # 20 * 
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bat tered- miſtreſſes ee ä 
« my grand - daughter 
« Why, Sir,“ faid Sidney, 6 if 
ce the youth, innocence, and mo- 
«, deſty of this beautiful creature, 
« will not convince you, that I have 
« not impoſed upon you, it is poſ- 
« fible, that ſhe, may have ſome toy 


« remaining; once in the poſſeſſion 
«of her mother, by which the iden- 


«tity. of her perſon may be aſcer= 
«tained... But if, after all, you 
% will not receive her, J muſt een 
* take her home myſelf; and then, 
«as I told you before, I e, 
ebe able, perhaps, to act therphis 
#, « loſopher.” : O 

„% Well,” replied 05 blesled 
with his frankneſs, „let me ſee her; 
bring her hither; as upon a viſit, 
and I may, e e ee 
eicher ah, lo gute 40 o!deqrs 


While 
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While Sidney v was thus employed 
in Miſs Ferrers's ſervice, ſhe was far 
from being eaſy at home. | 

For two whole hours did ſhe fit, 
reflecting on what had paſſed; and : 
began to ſee plainly, that her ſitua- 
tion was both dangerous and uncer- 
tain. She both loved and dreaded 
Wilks: the thought him a man 10 
ze dreaded, though ſhe had not been 
fo much cautioned by her worthy 
parents againſt familiarities with the 
oppoſite fex, ſo much fortified with 
prudential precepts, as ſhe ſhould 
have been; and as many girls, under 5 
the direction of leſs worthy parents, 


actually are. The truth is, Mr. and 


Mrs. Ferrers were, by ill health, po- 
verty, and increaſing diſtreſſes, from 
the time that their daughter was 
eight years old, almoſt rendered in- 
go o OT te of ny thing but 
61 their 


* 1 
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their daily. ſubſiſtence. Miſt Fer- 
rers's education was not, indeed, to- 
tally neglected; but her parents 
were, chemſelves, her only inſtruc»; 
tors. They taught her to read, ta 
write, and to draw. In writingand 
drawing, however, the had n 5 
ſmall progreſs. 5 "vv 

Virtuous, therefore, Gia ee 
tural goodneſs of her heart, and baſu- 
ful from the privacy of her life, 
Wilks, by his behaviour and his per- 
ſonal attractions, appeared to her in 
a very agreeable and amiable light.— — 
Dazzled with his generofity to her 
father, when his affairs were ſo 
greatly embarraſſed, ſhe-ſaw-nofaults 
in him. The bright ſide of his cha- 
racer only was exhibited 3 and withe 
that ſhe was ſoon —— 
humanity and his liberality made the 
arſh impreſſions ; his lively, chear- 

ful 
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ful addreſs, his little complements 
to her, and his tender glances which 
were ſometimes accompanied with a 
gentle preflure of the hand, and a 
ſtolen kiſs, raiſed ſenſations in her 
young heart which ſhe had never 
felt before ſenſations as pleaſing as 
they were new.— Vet was ſhe not, 
cturing ſo ſharp a trial of her ſenſibi- 
lity, free from ſhame or fear. She 
bluſhed at her own ' weakneſs, and 
ſhe; was afraid of going too far; 
though ſhe ſcarce knew whether ſhe 
deſerved cenſure for being pre- 
poſſeſſed in favour of a man who had 
been ſo very kind to her father, and 
who was ſtill ſo obliging to her.— 
Love would not let her be indifferent 
10 — ratified ny 
deciſions of los. 
While ſhe was uiſtifited by ſack 


ſentiments, and while ſhe was un- 
111 der 
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det the power of ſuch feelings, tlie 
abrupt and ſolemn caution? of Sid- 
ney, à perfect ſtranger to her, 
againſt the man whom he called At 
friend, and whom ſhe, at that mo 
ment, believed to be hers, alarmed 
her conſidetably; alarmed her fo 
much that ſhe was at a loſs to know 
what to think of the information 
which ſhe received, or 17 * to act 
in conſequetice'of it. do W. 

When Wilks, who had 4 wind 
to hear in his turn, what Teall 
had paſſed between Sidney 2 5 
| Ferrets, came into her room in or- 
der to have his curiofity compleatly 
gratified, he found _ any in- 
volved in thought. Tow o. l 
Catching her in bis aid, before 
ſhe was aware of his approach; he 
cried, .*. What's the matter, my 
M3198, 201 I HAI I 214 4 dear 
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dear girl? What areyoy thinking 


« about? 1 
Theſe words were — * 


with two or three eager kiſſes, the 


warmth af which, added to the 


effarts he made to detain her, in- 


Feaſcd the apprehenſions which 
Sidney had rouſed in her; and ſhe 
begged him to tet her go, with a 
ſerious carneſtaeſs which he had ne- 
ver obſerved in her before. 

% What! coying it, my pretty 
cc Nancy,“ ſaid he, ſtill holding her; 
«© Come, come, you are not uſually 


« ſo hy. What has Sidney done to 


1 Juen to een A ee in 
1 qu?“ | F 

4 1 don t ho a Te you mean, 
« Sir,” replied ſhe, ſtriving to diſ- 
engage herſelf from him, and bluſn- 


ing, both from tenderneſs, fear, 


and a conſciouſneſs of not acting 
with 
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with her accuſtomed Raves my 
on the occaſion. 

What, has he learnt you to tell 
« fibs. already, child? Come, fit 
down,“ continued he, pulling 
her on his lap.—“ I mean ba 
« handſome young fellow who e 
eto aſæ for my bed laſt night. | 
« Wasn't he handſome, Nane ? 
«Come, kiſs and tell me all.” 5 

Pray let me go Sir, ſaid the,” 
ſtill more confuſed; © I have nothing 
to tell you; indeed I ſcarce 0 58 
a; gentleman.“ 

That's much How did oe 
40 e diſpoſe of your eyes then, for * 
% ſaw you.” 

Indeed, aid the, - breaking 
from him, with an emotion which 
ſhe could not conceal, JL was not 
a/ minute at the door: Betty was 
h aſleep, or I had not opened it: 
Vol. II. L a 


Rd 


- 
o 
. 
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„ he called her the moment he was 


4 in the paſſage, and 1 Went up 
« ſtairs directly.“ | | 


And ſo he didn't kiſs you ?” 
No, I can aſſure you, Sir.” 
« And you ſaw him no more at 


we night * 


« No, upon my word; Sir.” 
There's my good I know 
« I can believe my Nancy.” 

„Why, did he fay any harm of 
me, Sir?” 

& No, child; but I had a fancy to 


* knowhow you liked him, that's all.” 


Without waiting for her anſwer 
he then began to take-more liberties 


than he had ever attempted ; but 
with greater delicacy thanhe had ever 


diſcovered to any other female. —His 
behaviour made no ſmall impreſſion 
upon a heart already prejudiced in his 


favour and there is no 3 


3 how 


_ JACK WILKS. 219 
how far her yirtue might have been 
diſabled from oppoſing her incli- 
nation, had not Sidney's precautions 
been immediately recollected; in a 
critical moment recolle&ed to fave 
her from ruin. | 

Burſting from him with a ſpirited 
motion, and throwing herſelf into 
a chair at the farther end of the 
room, ſhe intreated him to leave her 
to herſelf. 

« am not well I am Fer 
* much indiſpoſed:” 

“That is, you are not in humour 
„with me this morning, I ſee 
« plainly.—But if you are fick, my 
* Nancy,” —(approaching her with 
ſtill more tenderneſs). I am truly 
concerned; poſſibly you may 
« want immediate relief.— There“ 
(giving her guinea) go and get 
© ſomething to make you better —- 

L 2 « I will 
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J will call and ſee you 0 by 


„ and by.“ 


Wilks had now. whe her by * 
weak fide. | Not that her love was 
in the leaſt of the luer ative kind — 


She had no paſſion for money; ſhe 


wanted it not, like the generality of 
her ſex, to purchaſe fine cloaths and. 
to procure ſplendid trifles; ſhe 
wiſhed for it only that ſhe might 
procure the decent neceſſaries of 
life. Having endured ſo much un- 
happineſs herſelf, and having ſeen 


her friends ſuffer ſo ſeverely from 


the preſſures; of poverty, ſhe was 
ſtruck in a particular manner by the 
new proofs of Wilks's generoſity and 
affection: they ſtaggered her; they 


weakened her doubts and ſuſpicions 


concerning him. Vet ſtill Sidney's 
behaviour was not forgotten. — 


She remembered it; but her ideas 


Were 


Lond 
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were in ſuch confuſion, and her 


heart was ſo violently agitated by 


conflicting emotions, that the could 
form no reſolution with regard to 
her conduct, in a ſituation which 
admitted of no delay. 

While ſhe ſat, uncertain how to 
act, Wilks called her a pretty little 
dear delicate toad; and, again kiſſing | 
her with ardor, toſſed another guinea 
into her -lap, and ran down ſtairs, 
bidding her to be n to _— 
him in the evening. 
Nancy, ſcarce knowily whether 
the was glad or ſorry at his de- 
parture, endeavoured again to cok 
lect her ſcattered thoughts together; 
but to collect them was not in her 
power; her mind was in a chaotic 
ſtate, and all her e to think 
clearly were ineffectul. 


L 3 When 
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When Betty, therefore, came up 


and told her that the gentleman 


who flept there laſt, night, was in 
the parlour, and 'begged to ſpeak 
with her, ſhe ſtarted, ſtared, and 
ſeemed to be in the greateſt embar- 
raſſment, as he arrived full three 
hours before the time appointed by 
him. | 
„The gentleman waits, Miſs.” 
_ Determined by theſe few words, 
ſhe raſe up, and bade the maid tell 
him that ſhe was coming. | 
Putting her dreſs a little Wer, 
ſhe, with trembling ſteps, followed 
the girl down ſtairtss. | 
Sidney advanced to meet her with 
a a reſpectful. air, and, offering his 
hand to lead her to a chair, told her 


that he hoped he had been fortunate 


; enough to find a n ready to re- 
4 © 4 ceive 
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ceive her in the e of her grand- 
father. oY 
e Oh 1... dear, cried Nancy,”. 
turning pale, my grandfather was, 
« always very angry with my poor 
father and mother, and I ſhall be. . 
afraid to ſee him.” 

« Don't, be alarmed, Miſs F errers,. 
6 replied he,” with a manly ten- 
derneſs,, mixed with an affecting 
concern, occaſioned by her appre- 
henfions, you ſhall be ſecure from 
the leaſt ill treatment com- 
© poſe yourſelf——This ſuppriſe is 
% too much for you ;—let me call 
for ſomething for you to take, 
that you may be the better en- 
« abled-to ſupport ſuch. eee 
“ intelligence.” 0 

*© I can't take any thing, 3 
ed ſhe, Weine. 


« neither can 1 go with you, 
L 4 6 _— | 


* 


224 HISTORY oF 


r don't know you, Sir: you will not 
therefore, I hope, think the worſe 
« of me for my unwillingneſs to ac- 
« company a ſtranger,” an! 
« I cannot think amiſs of you, 
ſaid. he, —] even eſteem you for 
. « your amiable terrors; but believe 
| « me, Miſs Ferrers, when I ſwear 
« to you by all that's ſacred, that 
„ never will give you the ſlighteſt 
| «« reaſon to repent of- the confidence 
you ſhall place in me; it is to 
j « ſerve. you alone that I have endea- 
« voured to find out your grandfa- 
| „ ther, who will, I dare aſſure my- 
| « ſelf, be as happy in meeting with 
[| « ſuch a child, as you will be in re- 
« ceiving the kindneſs of a relation, 
«© whoſe care and affection you ſo 
| „ much want at preſent. Don't be 
«,. anxious about any thing: Iwill 

« not put you into the hands of 

2 ' any 


— * 
7 - 
- 
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ee any perian, with whom you will 
not enjoy both ſafety and happi- 

© neſs And why ſhould. you fear 
« a man, whom you have never 


„ ſeen? A man whom you will 


«6 probably find very agreeable, | 
.* when he becomes eee with 
40 you?” - : 
She ſighed, the looked. 3 
| ſhe did not know what to ſay. 
She was afraid to go : yet, ſhe knew 
not whether ſhe ought to refuſe.— 
At laſt, ſhe raiſed up her weeping 
eyes to Heaven, and claſping her 
hands together, ſaid. Merciful 
10 God! direct me; for I have no 
< other friend. ,, + 
« You want no othies, my. dear 
« Miſs Ferrers.—— Your innocence 1 
and virtue will ever moſt power- 
4 fully recommend you to the pra- 
« tection of Providence; and while 
R * 
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you are virtuous, while you ate 
innocent, you will certainly find 
thoſe your friends, Who are the 
* moſt likely to ſerve you. Let me, 
"y therefore, perſuade you to accom- 
* pany me to your grand-father, 
* '\whoſe name you know, at leaſt, 
« as well as the place of his reſi- 
'« dence.” 
« His name is Byam, faid fe 
and he lives at Kew.” 
To Kew Lam to conduct you; 
but as there is no time to be loſt, 
cc pack up your things, that we may 
* ſet out. Have you nothing in 
your poſſeſſion which'belonged to 
« your mother; and which may, by 
« ſtrengthening the evidence ariſing 
from your age and perſon, leave 
„Mr. Byam not the leaſt room to 
gqueſtion your being the daughter 
of his child?“ i. 
| = % No, 
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No, Sir,” replied ſhe : my 
« parents were ſo diſtrefſed, that 
* they long ago were obliged to diſ- 
t poſe of every thing.—Yet,—on 
« recollection, I have, I believe, a 
« trifle of my mother's, which ſhe 
« was determined not to part with, 

as it would fetch but little.” 

« That's lucky.—— Well then, 
+, ſtep up, and make what prepara- 
« tions you pleaſe, My ſervant, 
in the mean time, ſhall call a 
% co, 

At the ward coach, ſhe hopped, — 
ſhe heſitated, —bt trembled. 


« Muſt I go, faid ſhe, ho f 
6 acquainting my friend, my bene 
« factor, the man who was ſo hu- 
* mane, ſo generous, to my poor 
joſt parents? Muſt I go, without 
| of acquainting him with- my depar- 
2 6 % ture 


— — 
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« ture from. neee. for 
« ever! PAM. G. 8217; 
Sidney was now, in his inn all 
concerted. He was exceedingly con- 
cerned to ſee her ſo much attached 
to Wilks; but, not chuſing to :dif- 
cover his feelings at that juncture, 
he only replied, 4 There is an abſo- 
« Jute neceffity for it. Von will, 
rer in a ſhort time, be ae of 
« the truth of this aſſertion.” . - 
Theſe words, gravely and Tr 
ly uttered, were followed with re- 
peated requeſts to make her Ingen: 
tions with fpecd: oo buds nil 
. She. ſoon, came. down, with per lit⸗ 
on tle bundle, and was conveyed by 
him to the coach which waited..' 
He ſeated. himſelf by her fide, and 
his ſervant, having ordered the 
coachman to drive to Kew, got up 
behind. 


During 
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During their ride thither, Sidney, 
who ſaw, her terror and anxiety with 
the ſincereſt compaſſion, endeavoured 
to calm the tempeſt in her mind, by. 
the moſt ſoothing and encouraging 
converſation. - - 

When ſhe- perceived has * tente | 
ed her with the greateſt deference, 
ſhe became ſomewhat more affured : 
ſtill, however, ſhe was overwhelmed - 
with a melancholy, which all his cf- 
forts to raiſe her ſpirits could not re- 
move. Her eyes were red with 
weeping, and frequent fighs ſhook 

her tender boſom. '- 
Si They arrived, at length, at «Ms, 
Byam' 6? 5:5 > 
Sidney, having firſt dengel * to 
endeavour to be as chearful as poſ- 
ſible, left her, for a moment, in tlie 
parlour, while he went to inform the 
od Gentleman that ſhe was come, 
and 
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and to ſoften him as much as he 
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could in her favour, being much 4. 


fraid that his bluntneſs might make 


a conſiderable addition to her * 
ing apprehenſions. 


His precaution was kind, due it 
did not anfwer the end which he 
propoſed by it. 
Well, well,“ oried Dias; 
« bring her in: let's ſee if "the has 
. any reſemblance of her mother.“ 
Good Sir, ſaid Sidney, * con- 
te der her a little; do not ſpeak fo 

« harſhly to the poor creature. 
« Well, well,” replied he, with 
à half ſmile, 1 8 
« her to me? | 
Sidney then went e Fringe 
Seeing her ſtand. — and 


trembling, he took her handkerchief, 
wiped her eyes, deſired her to have 
» 28SW viii *0113--0 Tou- 
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courage, and "or —_ to n N 


father. 
Byam, the en eee 


eyes on her, turned away his faca, 


aer cried, My ane 
* poor Nancy! '! 
Tranſported with theſe widhed- 
for expreſſions, and willing to in- 
creaſe the old Gentleman's affection- 
ate emotions, Sidney ſaid, Now, 
« Miſs Ferrers, you can no longer 


e be alarmed, you can no longer be 


afraid of not meeting withathe 
* kindeſt reception from your only 
remaining near relation, whoſe 
« blefling and protection you ought 
e to ſolicit with the moſt fervent 
“ tenderneſs, and moſt n 


e du o 162; 19 


- Thus prompted by Sidney; Naney 


threw herſelf on her knees before the 
old man, whoſe behaviour, added to 


the 


— — Lü; K ⏑ ,,, ↄ— . r 
- _— - 5 <P Wa — . 


232 HISTORY. OF 


the many melancholy ideas which 
ruſhed into her mind, on remem- 
bering the diſtreſſes of her father and 
mother, forced e her a freſh 


_ cfhowerof tears. 


Mr. Byam, not leſs touched alfo 
by recollection, and ſmarting with 


-xemorſe for having ſo cruelly neg- 
lected her mother, * out his hand 
to her. 

Get up, my 1 * do not 
% cry; Iwill be kind to you 
Sidney then raiſed her from hs 
ground, and put her into her grand- 
father's arms, who, after having af- 


5 fectionately embraced her, ſaid to 


Vim, I joy, Sir, to receive this poor 


4 child from your hands; and look 
Ag upon you, for this one action, to 

« be the moſt virtuous of men.—— 
Be afured, Elves will loſe nothing 
05 | 4 
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« by; your noble behaviour upon t 1 this 
« occation.” . | 
« 1 hope not,” replied he, with 
vivacity, in order to give a more 
chearful- turn to the Shea 
34 1 bave been of any ſetvice to 
10 you, or to Miſs Ferrers, TP 4m 
* ' amply recompenſed. * en 

Vou are the beſt young fellow 
« ] ever knew,” ſaid Mr. Byam.- — 
« Virtue is, as you ſay, it's own re- 
« ward 3 but you will not be ſorry, 
ary ſuppoſe, to receive "fone other 
« for all that :—and you may de- 
« pend upon it, that I ſhall be al. 
« ways glad to ſee you, or to'be ſer- 
« viceable to you.” es 
Sidney, believing that n Mr. 
Byam and his grand-daughter' mighe 5 

chuſe to be left to talk over their 
family, bade them adieu, telling the 

young lady, that as Mr. Byam had 
given 
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given him wh, he would ſee her a- 
gain very ſoon. 

A modeſt bow, with a ſtrong ex- 
preſſion of gratitude in her coun- 

tenance, was all har reply, on his 
| quitting the room. 

She then, at Mr. 8 defire, 
related all that had happened to her 
father and mother, within her me- 
mory, and, at the cloſe of her nar- 
rative, produced a ſmall locket of 
gold faſtened to a ribbon, by way of 
bracelet, which Mr. Byam remem- 
bered to have bought for her mother, 
when a girl, and on which were en- 
graved the initials of her name in a 
cypher. 
This trinket, and the Ariking' re- 

ſemblance ſhe bore: to her mother, 
confirmed the identity of her perſon ; - 
and ſhe was treated by her grand- 
aer with the ſincereſt — 


By 
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By her grand-father's tender treat- 
ment, Nancy's mind was ſoon re- 
ſtored to peace; but ſhe could not, 
however, by any means, forget 
Wilks, whoſe generoſity to her pa- 
rents ſhe could not help ee 
in the higheſt terms. | 
As to Jack, when akin hos 
in the evening, according to his 
promiſe, and heard that ſhe was 
gone, he beſtowed two or three 
hearty curſes upon Sidney for ſpoil - 
ing ſport, vowed never to lend his 
bed to amy body again, and, before 
morning, forgot all about he. 
Sidney, being well acquainted with 
his friend's humour, kept out of his 
way for a few days, knowing that 
time would obliterate all reſentment 
againſt him, eſpecially as he could 
prove, that he had taken her away 
with no other defgn, than to teftore 
| her 


2 4 — — 


her to her family. 
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He was only 
afraid, that Wilks would not be fo 


- ſoon forgotten by her ; and his fears 


were not idle ones. He thought, in- 


deed, that ſhe was very ſtrongly pre- 


judiced in his favour; and he was 
not miſtaken.— When an agreeable. 
young fellow has made an impreſ- 
fion upon the heart of an innocent 


girl, all gentleneſs and ſenſibility, 


that impreſſion is hardly ever ef- 
faced ; the leſs likely to be fo, if 
grateful ſenſations for particular fa- 
vours received from him in difſtrefl- 
ful circamſtances, are mingled with 


her affectionate feelings. 


Sidney, however, ſetting aſide his 
inclination for Miſs Ferrers, be- 
lieved it ſo incumbent on him to 
give her a juſt idea of Wilks's cha- 
racter, as her peace might be pro- 
_ and her reputation preſeryed 

by 
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by it, that he reſolved to paint him 
in his true colours to her, without 
troubling himſelf about conſe- 
quences. n 
Imagining, raſa thas by en 
deavouring to make himſelf agree 
able to her, and to induce her to re- 
poſe a confidence in him, he ſhould. 
the more eafily accompliſh his, 
friendly deſign, he very ſoon availed 
himfelf of Mr. Byam's invitation: to- 
his houſe; and, being prodigiouſſy 
in favour with the old Gentleman, 
ſtrove, by every attention in his 
power, to Deus. uu wandern | 


ter. « 

To drive 3 of . wa 
was his firſt, concern; and, in order 
to prevent her from dwelling; on paſt 
ſcenes with him, he tried to turn 
her thoughts en ene new n 
jects. i 9790 
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By frequently converſing with her, 
he found that ſhe had a very good 
natural underſtanding, which might 
be much improved by reading; eſpe- 
cially, as reading was her favourite 
amuſement. He, therefore, recom- 
mended to her peruſal ſuch books as 
were beſt calculated to enlarge her 
mind, as well as to entertain it. 
At her grand-father's requeſt, 
who ſeemed greatly pleaſed with the 
notice he took of her, he preſented 
ſeveral capital performances to her. 
y reading to her, and by hearing 
her read, he diſcovered that-ſhe had 
a fine taſte, and a good ear. Her 
voice was particularly muſical and 
ſweet; and he preſſed her to learn to 
play upon the mandoline, being of 
opinion, that the lulling tones of 
that inſtrument, accompanying her 
voice, would ſhew it to advantage. 
Ehe 
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Ehe mandoline ſuited the tender- 
neſs of her diſpoſitions. She per- 
formed upon it, and ſung in a deli- 
cate ſtyle. 

Yet, notwithſtanding all the pains 
he took to pleaſe her, ſhe diſcovered 


not the lighteſt degree of fatisfac- 


tion. Often, indeed, did ſhe de- 
clare her gratitude to him in very 
forcible terms; but nothing more: 
nor did he ſhew more than a deſire ta 
entertain and improve her; being 
too prudent to think of marrying a 
girl whoſe heart was, certainly, not 
diſengaged. Her yauth, beauty, 
ſimplicity, and modeſty. had, from 
the firſt, made an impreſſion upon. 
him. Being attached to no particu- 
lar object, that impreſſion, was deep- 
er and deeper, every hour he con- 


verſed with her; and he flattered 


Himtelf, that as ſhe was very young, 
.. 
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and very little acquainted. with the 
world, he might, by his unwearied 
aſſiduities, inſpire her breaſt with 
the fame paſſion which * had 
kindled in His. - 

Animated with hope, he doubled 
his endeavours to gain her love, but 
had the mortification to find, that 
with all thoſe endeavours, he could 
only obtain her eſteem. Her eſteem, 
indeed, it was impoſſible to refuſe 
him; ; as he had ſnatched her from 
penury and diſhonour, and placed 
her 1 ina ſtate of affluence and ſeeu- 
rity. | 

Wilks,” it has Yeed zlreidy ſaid, 
in a ſhort time thought no more about 
his Nancy. He ſpent his hours 
much in the uſual manner ; his old 
friends, the 8 rent him 
wy 6 caſh, | 2 
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One night, fortune not having fa- 
voured him agreeably to his wiſhes, 
he repaired, with. ſome gentlemen, 
to the Shakeſpeare's-head, in hopes of 
burying the ee of his ill 
luck in a bumper. 
When they had fat. / 6 . | 
one of the company defired to intro- 
duce a friend of his from the city. 
As no ohjection was made to that 
requeſt, he went out, and returned 
with a young fellow, who had been 
placed in amerchaat's houſe of eſtab 
liſked reputation, tbat he might be 
introduced into the commercial 
world in the moſt advantageous 
light, His father, a country Gen- 
tleman, of whom he was the ſecond. 
ſon, having . advanced a conſider- 
able ſum for that purpoſe, and de- 
ſigning to ſet him up, when he was. 

Vor. K. £1 306! M t nt 
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out of his time, with a ae — 
tal. 

Voung Shadows, — was 1 
name. was a lean, lank, meagre, 
ill- made object, with a white un- 
meaning face; his ſhoulders were 
flat and high, his light-grey eyes 
were dull, and projecting from a 
forehead rough with wrinkles, from 
a trick he had got of ſhoving up his 
eyebrows. upon every occaſton : that 
Habitual elevation ef his brows, 
however, threw ſome ſort of expreſ- 
fron into his countentnee, which 
otherwiſe would have appeared as 
vacant as the viſage of a calf. His 
Hair, which was of a pale- yellow, 
and naturally Tank, being, by the aſ- 
ſiſtance of a hair- drefler, and a quan- 
tity of flax mounted in the modern 
taſte, inſtead of giving him a becom- 
ing air, made him look rather like a 
daſtardly 
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daſtardly creature, under the terrors 
of a panic. 

Such was the outſide of Mr. Sba- 
dow; his internals may be eafily 
gueſſed, by the following account of 
his accompliſhments :———He had a 
ſtrong propenſity to ſpout, to mi- 
mick, to be a buck, blood, choice 
ſpirit, and d—d high fellow; but 
he had neither talents nor a conſti- 
tution to enable him to make any fi- 
gure, whenever he attempted to 
ſhine in thoſe reſpectable characters. 

In leſs than half an hour after his 
introduction into Mr. Wilks's com- 
pany, he not only became his pro- 
feſſed admirer, but nobly reſolved ta 
ſay as he aid, and to do as he did. 

The reſt of the company, wha 
fuffered him to make one among 
them, in order to play him off. for 
their own, diverſion, ſeeing ſo laud- 

inne! M 2 able 
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able an ambition in him, encouraged 
him by all means to copy cloſely ſo 
excellent an original. 
Their firſt plot was levelled: at his 
head: they accordingly plicd him 
briſkly with bumpers, that they 
might ſee what metal he was made 
of; and when he, between two and 
three in the morning, began to gro 
horribly ſick, they propoſed to ſally 
into the ſtreet for a frolick, in other 
words, to break lamps, knock down 
decrepid watchmen, and make win - 
dos rattle about their ears. 

Fortune, however, had deſtined 
other kind of dere — them me 
morning. | 

While cheyirware ng — 
like a pack of devils juſt broke 
looſe from Pandemonium, headed by 
Wilks, dragging Shadow after him, 
_ . back a little, through 

To . ſqueamith- 


JACK WILKS. 245 
fqueamiſhneſs and fear, they came 
up wi with a Gentleman and Lady, 
going home from a houſe in the 
neighbourhood! i in which they had 
ſpent the evening, preceded by a ſer- 
vant in livery with a lanthorn: 

Wilks coming behind the Lady 
ſeized her round the neck rudely, 
and kiſſed her then, taking her b) 
the hand, endeavoured ta "__ her * 
ter him. 

The Gentlemuis turning) Ann | 
{truck him, and afked him what he 
meant by meddling with: Air wife7 

What the devil is it to me,” ſaid 
Wilks, returning the blow, © whoſe 
„ wife ſhe is; ſhe is a fine woman, 
* and, as a fine woman, I have a 
„mind to be at her?! 

% Villain,” cried the as 
drawing, “you ſhall have my life 
5 1 8 | 

7 1 40 Hey- 
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\ . Hey-day!” replied Jack, „what. 
% a-p—x do you mean by that? 
„ Muſt you run me through the 
% body, only for kiſſing your wife! 
« She was made to be kiſſed by me, 
« and by every _ who chuſes to 
% kiſs her.” 

„ Draw, raſcal! I ſay,“ cried the 
Gentleman, while the Lady, with 
tears and fhrieks, endeavoured to 
ſtop himi Draw! for I would not 
«- murder you; though you deſerve 
4 no quarter, for having taken ſo 
« inſolent. a liberty.“ 


The Exp of the FIRST VoLUuUME.' 


